Panda Class Newsletter
December, 2015

Dear Parents,

After a very strenuous and exciting November wherein Panda class has worked dedicatedly
towards performing an excellent play, which in itself requires a lot of English skill, we now are entering
December which of course will be very Christmas-oriented. A song we have already learnt in class called
Must be Santa will be practised again, and | will explain some of the traditions involved with Christmas
which we have in Britain; additionally, there will be a song that the whole school has to learn and perform
at the Christmas show at the end of the month. So, in all, the children will be inculcated with both cultural
and linguistic information in a meticulous manner, and in class | will question them on what they have been
taught. So far, Panda have proved to be a very receptive class, never failing to reflect the fruits of their
learning. What a great pleasure it is to teach them!

Seasonal considerations aside, Panda class will be entering a new phase of teaching in December,
which will involve a more scientific bent in their studies, namely, by learning about the concept of change
and growth in the natural world which then requires them to learn key words applying to time (minutes,
hours, years, etc) and how people can be early or late. At the same time, we will still have reading classes
which will emphasise the importance of the family in social life by reading such books as Just Me and My
Little Brother and Just Me and My Mom: these books invariably introduce important vocabulary which |
then try to repeat to the students so they remember it, to then be used in independently-constructed
sentences.

In Physical Education and Science the students will likewise be kept fixated on dynamic and highly
important material, with our PE lessons changing every week so that students are kept interested in new
competitive exercises, and Science alternates between various animals so that children learn about the
complexity of the animal world.

To conclude, it is astounding to be nearing the new year with the Pandas and to be doing so happily
and successfully!

Please see below for a detailed schedule on December.

All the Best,
Robert Quinn

Reading In December we will read books that will help the students realise the importance of
family members in their lives, which then imparts a sense of security to their emotional development,
within this, there will be very important words included. Additionally, students will be taught the value of
responsibility when we read Just a Mess, namely, on how important it is to clean up, and in What a Bad
Dream it will be pointed out how dreams are not real and so offers a distinction between fantasy and
reality. In all, many adjectives will be taught which will teach the students how to describe their physical
surroundings.

November 30 — December 4: Just a Mess

December 7 — December 11: Just Me and My Mom

December 14 — December 18: Just Me and My Little Brother

December 21 — December 25: Prepare for Christmas Show

December 28 — December 31: What a Bad Dream



Core Material In core material we will be particularly concentrating on the phonics with I as in ‘ie’,
which is pronounced in the long way. During the workshop session at the end of the month there is a script,
‘Time to Plant’, which includes these types of words (and we have actually already had an introduction of
this text). Additionally, the students will have an assessment and review as well as spelling session, so that
we can more accurately gauge where they are at in their studies.

November 30 — December 4: Unit 3, Week 1. Anthology.

December 7 — December 11: Review, Assessment, and Spelling

December 14 — December 18: Prepare for Christmas Show

December 21 — December 25: Prepare for Christmas Show

December 28 — December 31: Unit 3 Workshop

Maths Maths classes will really emphasise colours during this months, specifically to be counted
and then to be turned into data. Subtly, the concept of charts is being introduced, significantly the pie
chart but also in how numbers are assembled after being counted and then put into sums and added up.
Strengthening the teaching is how these sums occur in scenarios which require me to teach English words.
November 30 — December 4: E4-P01-05 Addition Pairs

December 7 — December 11: E4-P06-10 Subtraction Pairs

December 14 — December 18: E4-P11-14 Visual Arithmetic

December 21 — December 25: Prepare for Christmas Show

December 28 — December 31: E4-P15-18 (Review Addition And Subtraction Pairs

Physical Education

November 30 — December 4: Relays

December 7 — December 11: Twirl

December 14 — December 18: Football Exercise

December 21 — December 25: Prepare for Christmas Show
December 28 — December 31: Catch

Thematic Activities Since this is the month of Christmas, all thematic activities towards this
paramount event in Western culture. Since | am not the teacher in charge of the organisation of thematic
activities, | do not know exactly what kind of tasks we will have to complete, but no doubt they will relay
important information and words that have everything to do with Christmas. Furthermore, during this
month Panda class will also prepare decorations for the classroom so that it has a Christmas feel, which is a
thematic activity in itself.

November 30 — December 4: Reindeer Mask

December 7 — December 11: Mini Christmas Tree

December 14 — December 18: Christmas Puzzle

December 21 — December 25: Wreath

December 28 — December 31: New Year

Science In science we look at animals and their differences, and within this | try to introduce new
vocabulary, i.e. habitat, fur, hair, feathers, hatch, hibernate, etc. In December | will try to get students to
differentiate between animals, allow them to name differences in appearance and characteristics.
November 30 — December 4: Animal Features

December 7 — December 11: Difference in Ages

December 14 — December 18: What do you see?

December 21 — December 25: Prepare for Christmas Show

December 28 — December 31: Vocabulary

Song and Dance We have really learnt a lot of songs in Panda class so far, and even when
not in our song sessions we often hum along to these songs we have learnt. As it is December, we will



revisit a song we previously learnt, Must Be Santa, as well as learning a classic, Lion Sleep Tonight.
Additionally, | will introduce some extra Christmas songs to the students.

November 30 — December 4: Must be Santa

December 7 — December 11: Lion Sleeps Tonight

December 14 — December 18: lion Sleeps Tonight

December 21 — December 25: Prepare for Christmas Show

December 28 — December 31: Lion Sleeps Tonight

Library and Story-time Actually, during November | have read more story books to the
students than usual, that is, nearly every other day. In December, this will not be so, so story time will be
much more of a treat — | will try to choose the more adventurous books, so the children can enjoy listening
to them more.

| thank all parents for reading this newsletter, and hope it has quietened any questions you may have. | can
only say that here at Marshall we are doing our utmost that your children not only learn the most they can
but also enjoy their time to the greatest extent they can.

All the Best,

Robert Quinn
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November 30 — December 4 : Just a Mess

December 7 — December 11 : Just Me and My Mom

December 14 — December 18 : Just Me and My Little Brother

December 21 — December 25 : Prepare for Christmas Show

December 28 — December 31 : What a Bad Dream
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November 30 — December 4 : Unit 3, Week 1. Anthology.

December 7 — December 11 : Review, Assessment, and Spelling

December 14 — December 18 : AEFFEREEETH

December 21 — December 25 : ZEFFEESEETFE

December 28 — December 31 : Unit 3 Workshop
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December 21 — December 25 : ZEFFEESIETFE

December 28 — December 31 : E4-P15-18 : &ENLERIE
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November 30 — December 4 : &f¥rV45EE
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November 30 — December 4 : Must be Santa

December 7 — December 11 : Lion Sleeps Tonight

December 14 — December 18 : lion Sleeps Tonight

December 21 — December 25 : Prepare for Christmas Show

December 28 — December 31 : Lion Sleeps Tonight
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