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FROG CLASS
February/March Newsletter

Hello and welcome to the Frog Class Newsletter for February and March.

Before we look at what’s to come in the next couple of months, let’s review what happened in
January.

January was a very busy month, mainly because of the reading contest. It was great to see all of
the students up on stage and reading by themselves. I’'m sure you will agree that they have all
made amazing progress. The students’ English speaking ability if fantastic and also they all have a
great attitude to learning and so much confidence. I’'m very proud of them.

In February we have the parents evening where we can discuss your child's progress in more de-
tail. It also gives us the opportunity to go over some of the new material they will be learning in
the new semester.

In March we have the school field trip to look forward to. Hopefully you can make it too and we
can all enjoy a great day out together.

So let’s have a look in more detail at what’s to come over the next two months...

Reading

We read the reading books several times every day. | am very strict when it comes to reading time.
Everyone sits down on the floor and we read together following the words with our fingers. Often
the kids will have questions about the story and about words they don't understand. | positively
encourage questions about the reading material and make sure they understand. After reading
together, individuals are chosen to read to the whole class so their pronunciation can be checked
and corrected if necessary. Sometimes

during outdoor play | will give extra reading practice and attention to those who need it.

February

Week 1 — Mouse’s Hide and Seek words - Mouse makes word play fun! Readers will delight in find-
ing small word hidden within bigger words; for example, when Mouse trips, his pants rip! Silly
Mouse!

Week 2 - Winter Vacation.

Week 3 - Panda Kisses - A soft kiss. A sweet kiss. A sticky bamboo treat kiss. There are so many dif-
ferent kinds of kisses, and little panda wants to try them all until he finds the one that is just right
for him! This sweet Step 1 features a rhyming text with a bouncy rhythm and adorable illustra-
tions.



Week 4 - Happy Alphabet! - A string of wacky people, animals, and objects, each beginning with a
different letter of the alphabet, gather to celebrate a birthday! Each page presents a letter of the
alphabet and every phrase rhymes with the next to help beginning readers anticipate words!
March

Week 1 - Please Write Back - Please Write Back! Alfie, an adorable alligator, writes a letter to
Grandma all by himself. He addresses the letter, stamps it, and mails it. Alfie waits and waits for a
response. Will Grandma write back?

Week 2 - Cooking with the Cat - Told with simple rhymes and rhythmes, this jaunty illustrated tale
gives very young readers a taste of the Cat in the Hat’s flamboyant cooking skills as he slaps on a
Chef’s hat and whips up purple cupcakes using some truly odd ingredients!

Week 3 - Tiger Is a Scaredy Cat - Scared of dogs, vacuum cleaners, and even mice, a faint-hearted
feline has a chance to prove himself a hero when a baby mouse gets lost from its parents.

Week 4 - Well, here “e” comes! This Step 2 Phonics Reader uses rhyme and visual clues to illu-
strate the important concept of the “silent e”—personified here in our main character!

Week 5 - Slower Than a Snail - A brother and sister argue about her speed and size while running a
race.

Core Material

The Core Material books this semester are very good with nice pictures and many useful words.
There are three books, a reading/writing Workshop workbook, a writing workbook and a Litera-
ture Anthology reading book.

February

Week 1 - Unit 2 Week 1 Workshop - Short ‘e’ and ‘ea’ words e.g. ‘get’ and ‘bread’. A story called
‘Good Job Ben!’ that includes some of these words.

Week 2 - Winter Vacation.

Week 3 - Unit 2 Week 1 Workshop - Continuing from the previous week, we review the story
‘Good Job Ben!” and we look at characters, settings and events.

Week 4 - Unit 2 Week 1 Anthology - We read a fun story called ‘The Red Hat’. This story reviews
many of the short ‘a’” and ‘e’ words learnt previously.

March

Week 1 - Unit 2 Week 1 Anthology - Continuing from the previous week, we review the story ‘The
Red Hat’ and we look at characters, settings and events.

Week 2 - Review + Assessment + Spelling.

Week 3 - Unit 2 Week 2 Workshop - Short ‘u’ words e.g. ‘fun’, ‘duck’, ‘stuff’ and a story called
‘Cubs in a Hut’ that includes some of these words.

Week 4 - Unit 2 Week 2 Workshop - Continuing from the previous week, we review the story
‘Cubs in a Hut’ and we look at characters, settings and events.

Week 5 - Unit 2 Week 2 Anthology - We read another fun story called ‘The Pigs, the Wolf, and the
Mud’. This story reviews many of the short ‘u’ words learnt previously.

MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module)

The new MPM math book is more advanced and builds upon the knowledge acquired from the
previous math books.

February

Week 1 - MPM workbook D1 P1-5 - Sorting and counting and practice drawing straight lines.
Counting objects and functional correspondence. Practice drawing straight lines and circles.
Week 2 - Winter Vacation.

Week 3 - P6-10 - Practice drawing zigzags and curves. Practice counting objects. Practice drawing
crisscrossing lines. Top/bottom relative positions. Shape correspondence.

Week 4 - P11-14 - Practice writing numerals from 1 to 4. Counting objects. Practice drawing
straight lines. Rotation and colour correspondence.

March



Week 1 - D1 P15-18 - Region to region correspondence. Shapes/colour correspondence. Practice
drawing straight lines.

Week 2 - D2 P1-5 - Repetitive patterns of colours and shapes.

Practice drawing straight lines and circles.

Week 3 - P6-10 - Functional correspondence. Repetitive patterns of shapes and colours. Practice
drawing straight lines. Practice writing numerals from 5-10 and counting objects.

Week 4 - P11-14 - Practice writing numeral from 1-10. Counting objects. Composition of shapes
and colours. Functional correspondence. Practice drawing straight lines and circles.

Week 5 - P15-18 - Composition of shapes and colours. Functional correspondence and two dimen-
sional tables.

Song and Dance

We have song & dance classes in the mornings to create a group bond & promote confidence.
Song & dance is also a great way to wake the kids up in the mornings and get them ready & ener-
gised for the days lessons.

February Weeks 1-4 - “‘We Will Rock You!’

March Weeks 1-3 - ‘I Will Follow Him’ Weeks 4-5 - ‘The Shapes Threw a Party’

Thematic Activities

Thematic studies are a series of lessons that focus on a country or festival. Thematic studies les-
sons are once week and last for one month on the same subject. The kids get to learn about other
cultures, countries and events from all over the world.

February

Week 1 — Chinese New Year Decoration Week 2 - Winter Vacation.
Week 3 —Spring Week 4 — Spring

March

Week 1 —Japan Week 2 - Japan

Week 3 — America Week 4 - America

Week 5 — England

Library

Once a week the class will visit the library to read a storybook. This is a popular lesson with the
kids because they love to listen to the teacher read them a good story. The class will sit and listen
to the teacher, enjoying looking at the pictures in the book as the story is read to them. They also
have the opportunity to borrow a book for the week to take home and read by themselves or with
mummy & daddy.

Outdoor Play & Small Group Speaking Training

This is a great opportunity to interact with the kids and discuss general topics and conversation
with them. We can talk about a variety of topics that are of interest to the kids such as games, car-
toons, sports and also use this time to practice some of the topics we have been learning in les-
sons.

That's it for February and March. As always, feel free to leave a message for me in the weekly
communication book. If | have any major comments or concerns, | will do the same. | look forward
to seeing you all at the upcoming parents evening. Until then, | wish the very best and hope to see
you again soon.

Kind regards.
Teacher Rich
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Kind regards.
Teacher Rich



