Whale Class Newsletter
August/September 2016

Dear Whale Class Parents,

My name is Bill Kissinger and | will be the English teacher for the Whale class at Marshall this semester.
Whale class will be a new K4 level. Because this is a new class, the first month will involve getting everyone
used to the schedule and daily routine. In addition to the scheduled materials and lessons, attention will
also be given to developing basic understanding of classroom English.

We will be doing a combination of K3 and K4 materials for the upcoming year. The materials and lessons to
go with them will cover reading, phonics, vocabulary, writing, and math. For reading, we will use weekly
story books and short stories in the core material book. A different story book will be given each week with
review given every four weeks or so. The core material book will be done unit by unit. Each unit will last 2
or 3 weeks followed by an assessment in a separate test book.

For phonics, we will use each core material book unit to focus on a specific set of sounds. This will include a
list of common short words that use the sounds. The sounds will be practiced by speaking, listening. and
writing. For vocabulary, we will primarily use the core material book to learn 5-6 important words. The
reading books will also be a source of vocabulary, with set of certain words taken from the story.

For writing, we will be using a set of writing workbooks to practice the alphabet and build familiarity with
good penmanship habits. Once the ability to write all letters of the alphabet is achieved, writing words like
the phonics and core vocabulary will be done. For math, we will begin with basic concepts like shape
matching and simple counting. Writing numbers will also be practiced as we go further into the semester.

The following pages detail the August and September schedule by subject.

Sincerely,
Bill Kissinger

READING

A reading story book is given every Monday and will usually be taken home on Friday. Reading will also be
done in the core material book. Reading will be taught first as a class and then later individually to check
ability. Students will be taught to use their fingers while reading to follow along.

WEEK 1 <8/1 - 8/5> Story Book — Lunch Core Book - A to Z letter recognition

WEEK 2 <8/8 - 8/12>Story Book — School Core Book - A to Z letter recognition




WEEK 3 <8/15 - 8/19>Story Book - | Am Core Book - A to Z letter recognition

WEEK 4 <8/22 - 8/26>Story Book - | Like Core Book - A to Z letter recognition

WEEK 5 <8/29 - 9/2>Story Book - | Can See Core Book - | Am Special!

WEEK 6 <9/5 - 9/10>Story Book — Dogs Core Book - Look At Me!

WEEK 7 <9/12 - 9/14>Story Book — Review Core Book - Family Fun!

WEEK 8 <9/19 - 9/23>Story Book - We Like Fruits Core Book - Fun Together!

WEEK 9 <9/26 - 9/30>Story Book - My Cats Core Book - At School + What Can | Do?
PHONICS

Phonics activities are based off of a set of sounds given in each lesson of the core material book. The
sounds will be spoken out loud and together as a class. Recognition of the sounds written down will be
practiced later.

WEEK 1 <8/1 - 8/5>Core Book - Letter recognition

WEEK 2 <8/8 - 8/12>Core Book - Letter recognition

WEEK 3 <8/15 - 8/19>Core Book - Letter recognition

WEEK 4 <8/22 - 8/26>Core Book - Letter recognition

WEEK 5 <8/29 - 9/2>Core Book - Smart start (a, b, c, d)

WEEK 6 <9/5 - 9/10>Core Book - Smart start (e, f, g, h)

WEEK 7 <9/12 - 9/14>Core Book - Letter recognition (i, j, k, 1)

WEEK 8 <9/19 - 9/23>Core Book - Letter recognition (m, n, 0, p, g, r)

WEEK 9 <9/26 - 9/30>Core Book - Letter recognition (s, t, u, v, w, X, v, z)

VOCABULARY

Vocabulary will be given for each unit of the core material book along with vocabulary from the reading
book. In addition, extra vocabulary will be learned from conversation and classroom actions.
WEEK 1 <8/1 - 8/5>Classroom words

WEEK 2 <8/8 - 8/12>Classroom words

WEEK 3 <8/15 - 8/19>Classroom words

WEEK 4 <8/22 - 8/26>Classroom words

WEEK 5 <8/29 - 9/2>Core Book - Words To Know (I)

WEEK 6 <9/5 - 9/10>Core Book - Words To Know (l)

WEEK 7 <9/12 - 9/14>Core Book - Words To Know (can)

WEEK 8 <9/19 - 9/23>Core Book - Words To Know (can)

WEEK 9 <9/26 - 9/30>Core Book - Words To Know (I, can)

WRITING

Writing will be done using a handwriting workbook. Penmanship will be the main focus rather than speed.
WEEK 1 <8/1 - 8/5>Handwriting workbook - Handwriting lines

WEEK 2 <8/8 - 8/12>Handwriting workbook - Left to right tracing

WEEK 3 <8/15 - 8/19>Handwriting workbook - Straight and curved lines
WEEK 4 <8/22 - 8/26>Handwriting workbook - The letter i

WEEK 5 <8/29 - 9/2>Handwriting workbook - The letter LI

WEEK 6 <9/5 - 9/10>Handwriting workbook - The letter Tt

WEEK 7 <9/12 - 9/14>Handwriting workbook - The letter Ff

WEEK 8 <9/19 - 9/23>Handwriting workbook - End marks

WEEK 9 <9/26 - 9/30>Handwriting workbook - Review

MATH

The material for math will use individual materials and workbooks. Each student will have their own box of
items to use for problem solving and other activities.

WEEK 1 <8/1 - 8/5>P1-P2

WEEK 2 <8/8 - 8/12>P3-P4

WEEK 3 <8/15 - 8/19>P5-P6

WEEK 4 <8/22 - 8/26>P7-P8




WEEK 5 <8/29 - 9/2>P9-P10
WEEK 6 <9/5 - 9/10>P11-P12
WEEK 7 <9/12 - 9/14>Review
WEEK 8 <9/19 - 9/23>P13-P14
WEEK 9 <9/26 - 9/30>P15-P16

SONGS
The class will sing songs together in the morning before breakfast. Dancing and other movement will also
be done with this.

WEEK 1 <8/1 - 8/5>Walking, Walking Good Morning

WEEK 2 <8/8 - 8/12>Walking, Walking Good Morning

WEEK 3 <8/15 - 8/19>Head, Shoulder, Knees And Toes One, Two, Buckle My Shoes
WEEK 4 <8/22 - 8/26>Head, Shoulder, Knees And Toes One, Two, Buckle My Shoes
WEEK 5 <8/29 - 9/2>Teddy Bear Where Is Thumb Kin

WEEK 6 <9/5 - 9/10>Teddy Bear Where Is Thumb Kin

WEEK 7 <9/12 - 9/14>Color Songs
WEEK 8 <9/19 - 9/23>Color Songs
WEEK 9 <9/26 - 9/30>Little Monkeys Jumping On The Bed

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Physical education will be done once a week outside. Activities will be done as a class and will involve as
much movement as possible.

WEEK 1 <8/1 - 8/5>Walk on the line
WEEK 2 <8/8 - 8/12>0bstacle course
WEEK 3 <8/15 - 8/19>Jump to the spot
WEEK 4 <8/22 - 8/26>Chase

WEEK 5 <8/29 - 9/2>Catch

WEEK 6 <9/5 - 9/10>Running race
WEEK 7 <9/12 - 9/14>Goal kick

WEEK 8 <9/19 - 9/23>Parachute

WEEK 9 <9/26 - 9/30>Circle swing

OTHER ACTIVITIES
Other periods on the schedule will be used for outdoor play, thematic art activities, and library time.
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