Dolphin Class Newsletter
January 2017

Hello Parents,

This is the last month of the semester and also the month of the reading competition. Dolphin class are very
strong readers and they also remember the stories quite well so | expect all of the students will do a great job
just like last they did last year.

Core Material

The book for the first semester is actually quite simple, the students are already familiar with the vocab words
and short vowel sounds, so the book will not be very challenging for the students. However it will be a nice
way for the students to start reading again after the break and depending on the classes progress we can learn
additional words and consonant blends as necessary. By the end of the semester we will be doing consonant
blends, which, again the kids are already familiar with. | try to break up the core materials class with speaking
practice, as there is plenty of time available for reading.

In the first half of January we will finish Unit 5. In the second half of the month we will start the final unit of the
semester. The last chapter of the Reading Anthology covers body parts, which is useful vocabulary for the kids.
The remainder of the month will be taken up with the monthly assessment and review of what we have
learned during this semester. This is a good opportunity for the class to get some general speaking practice.
Week 1: Unit 5

Week 2: Unit 5

Week 3: Monthly Assessment

Week 4: Review

Writing

We will not be doing motor skills this semester, the students will be practising writing letter and short (2 or 3
letter) words. The students will get better as they get older, so there's not much point worrying about
neatness and | will focus on correct order for pen strokes and writing top to bottom. In addition to what's in
the book, | have also been giving the class spelling tests to improve their listening and recognition of different
phonetic sounds.

Reading Books

The books for this semester are a bit harder than last semesters and have longer sentences. The books are a
good way to expand the classes vocabulary and | like to Q&A about the books so that the story class can be also
be a speaking class and an opportunity for the students to think about what is happening in the stories and
develop their comprehension skills.



The books for the January are as follows:
Week 1: Silly Milly

Week 2: Little Critter Sleeps Over

Week 3: Reading Contest Preparation
Week 4: Review

Math

In January MPM will be replaced by drama practice. This month focuses a lot on prepositions of place, so it's
good for the kids English. They get to practice words like “at the top”, “inside”. This month we will finish book
5, so more counting but also lots of practice with locations, so this is also a good opportunity for speaking
practice.

Week 1: Spatial Description — Inside/outside

Week 2: Counting Objects

Week 3: Spatial Correspondence

Week 4: Catch-up/Review

Physical Education

| plan and implement activities for the classes each week. The students have a good mix of different games to
play during PE classes, the students will have lots of fun. For PE | like to give the students obstacle courses and
relay races and other activities that are fairly easy to understand.

Week 1: Obstacle Course

Week 2: Sack Race

Week 3: Obstacle Course

Week 4: Relay Race

Thematic Activity

The English teachers get an opportunity to plan a month of thematic activities. These can consist of art projects,
a short field trip to the park, or a class project to be done within the classroom. | can only guess as to the
precise nature of January's thematic activities, perhaps they are about Chinese New Year.

Week 1: New Year Banner

Week 2: Chinese New Year Decoration

Week 3: Chinese New Year Decoration

Week 4: Winter

Song and Dance

The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around and have some fun
before we start our first class. | also like to have them practice between classes or at the end of the day
sometimes so that the students have the opportunity to move around and have some fun rather than sit for
extended periods of time.

Week 1: Friends

Week 2: Yellow Submarine

Week 3: Yellow Submarine

Week 4: Yellow Submarine

See you next time!
Teacher Kevin
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