Whale Class
2017 January Newsletter

Dear Whale Class Parents,

Happy new year to all in Whale class! This month we will be doing a reading contest using a selection of
reading books from the first semester. Everyone will be assigned a book to practice with and will then read
it on the stage using a microphone. Most will of course be memorizing the book, so the aim of this will be
to speak loudly and as clearly as possible. Since we will have done two on-stage events already, everyone
will be better prepared for this. One week before the contest will be dedicated to practicing on stage.

The math workbooks have been finished quickly and are requiring less and less individual guidance to the
students. Much more practice is needed with the core material books and this will be used for one-on-one
review as well. Everyone should be familiar with a set of core vocabulary by the end of the semester. This
vocabulary is from that shown in the core material books as well as the most common words seen in the
reading books. Extensive use of the flash cards made for this will be done for classroom games, individual
drills, and short verbal review when getting ready for outdoor play.

Phonics will also use flashcards for individual review, along with matching spoked sounds with letters
shown on the whiteboard. We will also try writing down the letter of the sound when everyone can write
fast enough. The writing will continue to focus on practicing individual letters of the alphabet using the
same workbook as always. The more difficult letters will be redone on an individual basis when necessary.

As for the reading books, they are now longer and contain bigger words that don’t need to be remembered
so soon. It is best to go over these as part of the sentence they are in rather than individually. Practicing by
following along by finger while listening to the recording at home will be useful to build familiarity.

The following pages detail the January schedule by subject.

Sincerely,
Bill Kissinger

READING

A reading story book is given every Monday and will usually be taken home on Friday. If the reading book is
more difficult, it may be kept at school for further review. Reading will also be done in the core material
book. Reading will be first taught as a class followed by individual review to check ability.

WEEK 1 <1/2 - 1/6> Reading Book - Jack And Jill And Big Dog Bill
Core Book (Unit 4) - Tom On Top!

WEEK 2 <1/9 - 1/13> Reading Book - City Cats, Country Cats
Core Book (Unit 4) - Sid




WEEK 3 <1/16 - 1/20> Reading Book - Reading Contest Preparation
Core Book (Unit 4) - 1 Can, You Can!

WEEK 4 <1/23 - 1/27> Reading Book - Review

Core Book (Unit 4) - Review

PHONICS

Phonics activities are based off of a set of sounds given in each lesson of the core material book. The
sounds will be spoken out loud and together as a class. Recognition of the sounds written down will be
practiced later.

WEEK 1 <1/2 - 1/6> Core Book (Unit 4) - Oo

WEEK 2 <1/9 - 1/13> Core Book (Unit 4) - Dd

WEEK 3 <1/16 - 1/20> Core Book (Unit 4) - Review i, n, ¢, 0, d

WEEK 4 <1/23 - 1/27> Core Book (Unit 4) - Review i, n, ¢, o, d

VOCABULARY

Vocabulary will be given for each unit of the core material book along with vocabulary from the reading
book. In addition, extra vocabulary will be learned from conversation and classroom actions.
WEEK1<1/2-1/6>

Reading Book (Jack And Jill And Big Dog Bill) - Hill, Pull, Top, Stop, Down, More, Push, Woof
Core Book (Unit 4) - You

WEEK2<1/9-1/13>

Reading Book (City Cats, Country Cats) - Short, Tall, Leap, Creep, Mats, Rats, Country, Night
Core Book (Unit 4) - Do

WEEK 3 <1/16 - 1/20> Reading Book - Reading Contest Preparation

Core Book (Unit 4) - Review to, and, go, you, do

WEEK 4 <1/23 - 1/27> Reading Book - Review

Core Book (Unit 4) - Review to, and, go, you, do

WRITING

Writing will be done using a handwriting workbook. Penmanship will be the main focus rather than speed.
WEEK 1 <1/2 - 1/6> Handwriting Workbook - Aa, Vv, Yy, Ww

WEEK 2 <1/9 - 1/13> Handwriting Workbook - Aa, Vv, Yy, Ww

WEEK 3 <1/16 - 1/20> Handwriting Workbook - Nn, Gg, Pp, Ss

WEEK 4 <1/23 - 1/27> Handwriting Workbook - Nn, Gg, Pp, Ss

MATH

The material for math will use individual materials and workbooks. Each student will have their own box of
items to use for problem solving and other activities.

WEEK 1 <1/2 - 1/6> Math Workbook (C5 p6-10) - Counting Objects

WEEK 2 <1/9 - 1/13> Math Workbook (C5 p11-14) - Counting Objects, Spatial Correspondence

WEEK 3 <1/16 - 1/20> Math Workbook (C5 p15-18) - Spatial Correspondence

WEEK 4 <1/23 - 1/27> Math Workbook - Review

SONGS

The class will sing songs together in the morning before breakfast. Dancing and other movement will also
be done with this.

WEEK 1<1/2 - 1/6> Old McDonald Had A Farm

WEEK 2 <1/9 - 1/13> High Five

WEEK 3 <1/16 - 1/20> High Five

WEEK 4 <1/23 - 1/27> Listen And Move

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Physical education will be done once a week outside. Activities will be done as a class and will involve as
much movement as possible.



WEEK 1 <1/2 - 1/6> Gootchy Gootchy Goo
WEEK 2 <1/9 - 1/13> Cat And Mouse
WEEK 3 <1/16 - 1/20> Wheelbarrow Races
WEEK 4 <1/23 - 1/27> Bicycle Races

OTHER ACTIVITIES
Other periods on the schedule will be used for outdoor play, thematic art activities, and library time.
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WEEK 1 <1/2 - 1/6> Reading Book - Jack And Jill And Big Dog Bill




Core Book (Unit 4) - Tom On Top!

WEEK 2 <1/9 - 1/13> Reading Book - City Cats, Country Cats

Core Book (Unit 4) - Sid

WEEK 3 <1/16 - 1/20> Reading Book - Reading Contest Preparation
Core Book (Unit 4) - 1 Can, You Can!

WEEK 4 <1/23 - 1/27> Reading Book - Review

Core Book (Unit 4) — Review
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WEEK 1 <1/2 - 1/6> Core Book (Unit 4) - Oo

WEEK 2 <1/9 - 1/13> Core Book (Unit 4) - Dd

WEEK 3 <1/16 - 1/20> Core Book (Unit 4) - Review i, n, c, o, d
WEEK 4 <1/23 - 1/27> Core Book (Unit 4) - Review i, n, ¢, o, d
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WEEK 1<1/2-1/6>

Reading Book (Jack And Jill And Big Dog Bill) - Hill, Pull, Top, Stop, Down, More, Push, Woof
Core Book (Unit 4) - You

WEEK 2<1/9-1/13>

Reading Book (City Cats, Country Cats) - Short, Tall, Leap, Creep, Mats, Rats, Country, Night
Core Book (Unit 4) - Do

WEEK 3 <1/16 - 1/20> Reading Book - Reading Contest Preparation

Core Book (Unit 4) - Review to, and, go, you, do

WEEK 4 <1/23 - 1/27> Reading Book - Review

Core Book (Unit 4) - Review to, and, go, you, do
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WEEK 1<11/28 - 12/2> Handwriting Workbook - Ii, LI, Tt, Ff
WEEK 2 <12/5 - 12/9> Handwriting Workbook - li, LI, Tt, Ff
WEEK 3 <12/12 - 12/16> Handwriting Workbook - Oo, Cc, Dd, Ee

WEEK 4 <12/19 - 12/23> Handwriting Workbook - Oo, Cc, Dd, Ee
WEEK 5 <12/26 - 12/30> Handwriting Workbook - Review li, LI, Tt, Ff, Oo, Cc, Dd, Ee
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WEEK 1 <1/2 - 1/6> Math Workbook (C5 p6-10) - Counting Objects

WEEK 2 <1/9 - 1/13> Math Workbook (C5 p11-14) - Counting Objects, Spatial Correspondence
WEEK 3 <1/16 - 1/20> Math Workbook (C5 p15-18) - Spatial Correspondence

WEEK 4 <1/23 - 1/27> Math Workbook - Review
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WEEK 1<1/2 - 1/6> Old McDonald Had A Farm




WEEK 2 <1/9 - 1/13> High Five
WEEK 3 <1/16 - 1/20> High Five
WEEK 4 <1/23 - 1/27> Listen And Move
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WEEK 1 <1/2 - 1/6> Gootchy Gootchy Goo
WEEK 2 <1/9 - 1/13> Cat And Mouse

WEEK 3 <1/16 - 1/20> Wheelbarrow Races
WEEK 4 <1/23 - 1/27> Bicycle Races

EftiES)
s CHAFRERERNEE - ZMERER - BEERE -



