Whale Class Newsletter
2017 April

Dear Whale Class Parents,

We are spending more time reviewing the reading books when needed, since some are much more difficult
than others. We are always trying new ways to review the books besides just reading through them in class.
Another way has been memorizing specific sentences and using them to remind of what the pages before
or after said. Remembering the ending word of each sentence is another way to help remember them.
Finding individual words and marking them is becoming less and less challenging with practice. This is
connected with phonics ability as just the initial sounds are used to help them find the word.

Vocabulary words are learned from flashcards and by hearing them and saying them at any time. This is
especially true for unique and funny-sounding words from the books or from playful conversations. Words
that are interesting get remembered very quickly. Verbal sentence building has also been done with this.

The writing has become neater now that everyone recognizes how to place the letters relative to the lines
provided on paper. We have begun writing simple words by choosing them from the reading book and
writing them together with a drawing of something from the book. At this time writing the words is done to
help build familiarity with them rather than focusing of neatness like we do with the letters.

Next month, we will be doing our next drama play. It will be based upon shapes and where they can be
seen in day-to-day things such as food. We will begin practicing for this fairly soon by starting with the
songs before getting into the lines.

The following pages detail the April schedule by subject.

Sincerely,
- Teacher Bill

READING

A reading book is given every week and is taken home on Friday to review. Difficult books may be kept at
school beyond one week for more practice. The core material book will also have reading sections that are
read in class. Individual practice of the reading will be given as needed.

WEEK 1 <4/5 -4/7> Reading Book — Review Core Book (Unit 7) - A Pup And A Cub
WEEK 2 <4/10 - 4/14> Reading Book - | Love Easter Core Book (Unit 7) - | Hug Gus!
WEEK 3 <4/17 - 4/21> Reading Book — Boats Core Book (Unit 7) - A Vet In A Van

WEEK 4 <4/24 - 4/28> Reading Book - Funny Bunnies Core Book (Unit 5) - Review



PHONICS

Phonics activities are based off of a set of sounds given in each lesson of the core material book. The
sounds will be spoken out loud and together as a class. Recognition of the sounds written down will be
practiced later.

WEEK 1 <4/5-4/7> Core Book (Unit 7) - Uu

WEEK 2 <4/10 - 4/14> Core Book (Unit 7) - Gg, Ww

WEEK 3 <4/17 -4/21> Core Book (Unit 7) - Vv, Xx

WEEK 4 <4/24 - 4/28> Core Book (Unit 5) - Review

VOCABULARY

Vocabulary will be given for each unit of the core material book along with vocabulary from the reading
book. In addition, extra vocabulary will be learned from conversation and classroom actions.

WEEK 1 <4/5 - 4/7> Reading Book - Review

Core Book (Unit 7) - For, Have

WEEK 2 <4/10 - 4/14> Reading Book (I Love Easter) - Hooray, Easter , Hunt, Stripes, Pretty, Basket, Share,
Teddy

Core Book (Unit 7) - They, Of

WEEK 3 <4/17 - 4/21> Reading Book (Boats) - Float, Fancy, Plain, Sea, Carry, Chug, Lug, Packed

Core Book (Unit 7) - Said, Want

WEEK 4 <4/24 - 4/28> Reading Book (Funny Bunnies) - Pancakes, Tea, Ready, Together, Team, Machine,
Lunch, Might

Core Book (Unit 5) - Review

WRITING

Writing will be done using a handwriting workbook. Penmanship will be the main focus rather than speed.
WEEK 1 <4/5 -4/7> Handwriting Workbook - Xx, Uu, Qq

WEEK 2 <4/10 - 4/14> Handwriting Workbook - Xx, Uu, Qq

WEEK 3 <4/17 - 4/21> Handwriting Workbook - Bb, Zz, Jj

WEEK 4 <4/24 - 4/28> Handwriting Workbook - Bb, Zz, Jj

MATH

The material for math will use individual materials and workbooks. Each student will have their own box of
items to use for problem solving and other activities.

WEEK 1 <4/5-4/7> Math Workbook (D3 p1-7) - More Than Or Less Than

WEEK 2 <4/10 - 4/14> Math Workbook (D3 p7-12) - Measurements

WEEK 3 <4/17 - 4/21> Math Workbook (D3 p13-18) - Ordinal Numbers

WEEK 4 <4/24 - 4/28> Drama Play Preparation

SONGS

The class will sing songs together in the morning before breakfast. Dancing and other movement will also
be done with this.

WEEK 1 <4/5 - 4/7> This Is The Way We Take A Bath

WEEK 2 <4/10 - 4/14> This Is The Way We Take A Bath

WEEK 3 <4/17 - 4/21> London Bridge

WEEK 4 <4/24 - 4/28> Bus

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Physical education will be done once a week outside. Activities will be done as a class and will involve as
much movement as possible.

WEEK 1<4/5-4/7> Car Push Races

WEEK 2 <4/10 - 4/14> Obstacle Course Chase

WEEK 3 <4/17 - 4/21> Baton Relays

WEEK 4 <4/24 - 4/28> Rolling Races



OTHER ACTIVITIES
Other periods on the schedule will be used for outdoor play, thematic art activities, and library time.
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