Whale Class Newsletter
2017 May

Dear Whale Class Parents,

Our second drama play will take place this month. The theme is about shapes and what shapes we can see
in the food or treats we eat. We will have three songs to go with this and they are not too challenging to
remember.

Another method of reading book and vocabulary review has been to point out the words | say directly on
the book and then to repeat them. This is done in pairs as a competition or individual as part of review.

Regarding vocabulary itself, | like to write down a variety of words from the books and words that are
related to whatever we like to talk about. Some of them are long but they get remembered by sight quickly
because they are said so often by everyone.

As before, we also practice reading or saying sentences in the books and on the whiteboard by listening to
the first few words of the sentence before saying the rest of it. | will occasionally read a short sentence
backward and ask them to say it back in the right direction.

Grammar is going well and everyone seems to understand what can be a noun or not a noun. This is just
done with a workbook and discussion activities. | ask them if someone or something is a noun and they say
if it is or isn’t. We will later begin learning about verbs. Drawing pictures helps to make this are more
interesting for everyone.

| have been encouraging everyone to write anything using any of the letters even if it is not actual words. It
is fun for us to look at their writing and try to pronounce it to them. It is more often that | can see the
students writing actual words from memory without asking them to do this.

The following pages detail the May schedule by subject.

Sincerely,
- Teacher Bill

READING



A reading book is given every week and is taken home on Friday to review. Difficult books may be kept at
school beyond one week for more practice. The core material book will also have reading sections that are
read in class. Individual practice of the reading will be given as needed.

WEEK 1 <5/2 -5/5> Reading Book - Look For The Lorax
Core Book (Unit 6) - Review

WEEK 2 <5/8-5/12> Reading Book - Drama Play Preparation
Core Book (Unit 7) - Review

WEEK 3 <5/15 -5/19> Reading Book - Drama Play Preparation
Core Book (Unit 8) - Dad Got A Job

WEEK 4 <5/22 - 5/26> Reading Book - It's Too Windy
Core Book (Unit 8) - Pack A Bag!

PHONICS

Phonics activities are based off of a set of sounds given in each lesson of the core material book. The
sounds will be spoken out loud and together as a class. Recognition of the sounds written down will be
practiced later.

WEEK 1 <5/2 - 5/5> Core Book (Unit 6) - Review

WEEK 2 <5/8 -5/12>  Core Book (Unit 7) - Review

WEEK 3 <5/15 -5/19> Core Book (Unit 8) - Jj, Qg

WEEK 4 <5/22 -5/26> Core Book (Unit 8) - Yy, Zz

VOCABULARY

Vocabulary will be given for each unit of the core material book along with vocabulary from the reading

book. In addition, extra vocabulary will be learned from conversation and classroom actions.

WEEK 1 <5/2 - 5/5> Reading Book (Look For The Lorax) - Sky, Clouds, Bright, Sway, Suits, Sing, Sweet,
Swish
Core Book (Unit 6) - Review

WEEK 2 <5/8 -5/12>  Drama Play Practice

WEEK 3 <5/15 - 5/19> Drama Play Practice

WEEK 4 <5/22 - 5/26> Reading Book (It's Too Windy) - Windy, Inside, Waiting, Rolling, Pulling, Stroller,
Deserve, Fine
Core Book (Unit 8) - Here, Me

WRITING

Writing will be done using a handwriting workbook. Penmanship will be the main focus rather than speed.
WEEK 1 <5/2 -5/5> Aa - Zz Practice

WEEK 2 <5/8-5/12> Core Book Vocabulary (like, the, we, see)

WEEK 3 <5/15 -5/19> Core Book Vocabulary (to, and, go)

WEEK 4 <5/22 -5/26> Core Book Vocabulary (you, do, my)

MATH

The material for math will use individual materials and workbooks. Each student will have their own box of
items to use for problem solving and other activities.

WEEK 1 <5/2 -5/5> Drama Play Practice

WEEK 2 <5/8 -5/12>  Drama Play Practice

WEEK 3 <5/15 - 5/19> Drama Play Practice

WEEK 4 <5/22 - 5/26> Math Workbook (D4 p1-6) - Set Theory

SONGS

The class will sing songs together in the morning before breakfast. Dancing and other movement will also
be done with this.

WEEK 1 <5/2 - 5/5> The Wheels On The Bus

WEEK 2 <5/8 -5/12>  Rain, Rain, Go Away



WEEK 3 <5/15 - 5/19> Rain, Rain, Go Away
WEEK 4 <5/22 -5/26> London Bridge Is Falling Down

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Physical education will be done once a week outside. Activities will be done as a class and will involve as
much movement as possible.

WEEK 1 <5/2 -5/5> Building Teams

WEEK 2 <5/8 -5/12> Balance Beams

WEEK 3 <5/15 -5/19> The Wolf Is Hungry

WEEK 4 <5/22 - 5/26> Soccer Goal Defender

OTHER ACTIVITIES
Other periods on the schedule will be used for outdoor play, thematic art activities and library.
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