Giraffe Class Newsletter
2017 May

Reading

As we progress through the month of May, we will be learning more and more about sounds and working
together. From how the different muscles in our body need to work together in “Whistle for Willie’.

We will also look at how when we work together we can do so much more than by just working on our own.
The Units of “building Bridges”, and “The joy of a ship”, will teach us many of these important life lessons.
Week 1: Whistle for Willie

Week 2: Building bridges

Week 3: Building bridges

Week 4: The joy of a ship.

Phonics

Hello to all parents! The children have demonstrated an adequate ability to obtain and present information
based on specific criteria. In May, we will be learning about the “oi” “ow” sound in all its varieties and
pronunciations and we will be preparing more presentations. This month we will be making presentations
about musical instruments.

As always, best wishes,
Teacher John.

Week 1: Phonics: oi and ow — Example: cow, town, mouse, how, out, mouth, nothing, early.
Week 2: Phonics: oi and ow

Week 3: Keynote presentation — musical instrument

Week 4: Keynote presentation — musical instrument



Grammar

The grammar component for Giraffe is done twice a week for half an hour each class. A grammar workbook is
the primary material used in class along with occasional online exercises. Grammar is taught by example
sentences along with finding mistakes and fixing them. Practice and review will be done by writing and
speaking. Practice tests will also be used for review when time allows. The goal for everyone is to be familiar
with the grammar to know what looks or sounds correct automatically.

WEEK 1 Unit 5 Week 4 - Review and Assess

WEEK 2 Unit 5 Week 5 - Prepositions/Prepositional Phrases

WEEK 3 Unit 5 Week 5 - Prepositions/Prepositional Phrases

WEEK 4 Unit 5 Week 5 - Mechanics and Proofreading

Composition
Composition class is a great opportunity for the children to put to use what they have learnt in other classes

such as grammar and reading. In this class we are using two different angles to improve their writing skills. On
the first week of every month we are using excerpts from the Reading Wonders book to help build a
foundation in grammatical writing and get the students used to analysing short stories. In the other three
weeks of the month the children then put what they’ve learnt into practice with a lengthier piece of writing
such as a short story, a letter to someone or a recollection of their own experiences. The children will
eventually become accustomed to structuring their stories with a beginning, middle and an end, and their best
stories are chosen for them to memorise and recite in the end of term speech contest.

April 5™ — April 7" Write a letter to a family member.

April 10" - April 14™: Personal Narrative: Write about a time you went to the park.

April 17" - April 21°": Personal Narrative: Write about a time you went to the park.

April 24— April 28" Personal Narrative: Write about a time you went to the park.
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