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Welcome to the first Panda Class monthly newsletter.

Let me introduce myself. My name is Teacher Rich. | am from England and | have been living in Taiwan for
about 6 years. | have been teaching at Marshall School for 5 years and | have a TESOL teaching certificate
(Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages).

Last semester | finished teaching K5 Frog Class. | taught them for 3 years all the way from baby class K3 to
graduation.

| am looking forward to teaching a new baby class. | plan to stay at Marshall School for several more years.

| am a very approachable teacher. If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, feel free to speak to
me or leave a comment in the weekly communications books.

Let’s take a look at what’s to come in August...

Reading
We read the reading books several times every day. | am very strict when it comes to reading time. Every-
one sits down on the floor and we read together following the words with our fingers.

Often the kids will have questions about the story and about words they don't understand. | positively en-
courage questions about the reading material and make sure they understand.

After reading together, individuals are chosen to read to the whole class so their pronunciation can be
checked and corrected if necessary. Sometimes

during outdoor play | will give extra reading practice and attention to those who need it.

Week 1 - Lunch

Week 2 - School

Week 3 - | Can See

Week 4 - We Like to Play

Week 5 - Kittens

Core Material
Weeks 1 - 4 - Letter recognition A -Z



Week 5 - Start Smart

MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module)

MPM math is great fun for the new students. It teaches the kids the basics of mathematics in fun and inter-
esting ways. Their new MPM boxes are full of stuff to help them learn.

Week 1 - A1 P1-5 - Shapes and colors.

Week 2 - A1 P6-10 - Shapes and colors. Learning to draw vertical and horizontal lines and how to write
check marks and circles.

Week 3 - A1 P11-14 - Shapes and colors. Learning to draw vertical and horizontal lines and how to write
check marks and circles.

Week 4 - A1 P15-18 - Learning to draw vertical and horizontal lines and how to write check marks and cir-
cles. Learning about shapes, quantities, and order of 1, 2, and 3.

Week 5 - A2 P1-5 - Learning about shapes, quantities, and order of 1, 2, and 3. Learning about shapes and
colors of real objects.

Phonics

This semester we will be using a new phonics book. The book has many fun activities for the students. It
teaches the kids letter recognition and the different sounds they make.

Week 1 - P8-10 - Learning the names of objects and finding objects with similar sounds. Leaning about syl-
lables.

Week 2 - P11-13 - Recognizing words that start / end in the same sound.

Week 3 - 15-17 - Similar sounding words. Changing letters to make other words.

Week 4 - 23-25 - Recognizing objects that begin with a specific letter. Practice writing lower and uppercase
letters.

Week 5 - P26, 28, 29 - Recognizing words objects that being with the letter ‘f’. Recognizing and writing low-
er and uppercase letter ‘m’.

Conversation

This is a chance for the students to practice speaking. It teaches them to ask and answer questions using
full sentences to show off their speaking abilities.

Weeks 1 and 2 - Unit 1 - Learning the names of animals and naming them.g. ‘A dog.’

Weeks 3 and 4 - Unit 2 - Learning about vowels, consonants, and nouns. How we use ‘an’ in front of nouns
beginning with a vowel, e.g. An orange, An apple.

Week 5 - Review

Song and Dance

We have song & dance classes in the mornings to create a group bond & promote confidence.

Song & dance is also a great way to wake the kids up in the mornings and get them ready & energized for
the days lessons.

Weeks 1 and 2 - ‘Walking, Walking’ and ‘Good Morning’.

Weeks 3 and 4 - ‘Heads, Shoulders, Knees, and Toes’ and ‘One, Two, Buckle My Shoe’.

Week 5 - ‘Teddy Bear’, ‘Where is Thumb Kin?’.

Thematic Activities

Thematic studies are a series of lessons that focus on a country or festival.

Thematic studies lessons are once week and last for one month on the same subject.
The kids get to learn about other cultures, countries and events from all over the world.
Week 1 — Solar System Map

Week 2 — Model Airplane

Week 3 — Model Rocket

Week 4 — Earth and Moon

Week 5 - Space

Library



Once a week the class will visit the library to read a storybook. This a popular lesson with the kids because
they love to listen to the teacher read them a good story.

The class will sit and listen to the teacher, enjoying looking at the pictures in the book as the story is read to
them.

They also have the opportunity to borrow a book for the week to take home and read by themselves or
with mummy & daddy.

Courtesy, Health Habits and Safety.

The students are reminded of the school rules that keep everyone safe and healthy. We review many of the
rules e.g. washing our hands with soap after we go to the bathroom, no running in the school, and putting
our chairs in under the table.

I am really looking forward to meeting all the new students in Panda Class. | understand that the new stu-
dents will be very nervous and possibly a bit sad.

But don’t worry, Teacher Jane is a fantastic Chinese teacher and she is very experienced. Together we will
make an excellent team and we will help the kids learn English in a caring and enjoyable environment.

| look forward to meeting you soon.
Teacher Rich.
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