Giraffe Class Newsletter

September 2017
Reading

The students did wonderful during our first month of reading class. The stories were complex and challenging,
yet the students demonstrated great understanding and comprehension skills. The spelling and vocabulary
quizzes were a great opportunity for them to test their skills and all the new information we had learned. We
spent some time getting accustomed to the new class and schedule but now | feel we have found a more
steady routine that should help the students get the most out of their class time. In the coming month we will
be reading two new stories and working on the comprehension, vocabulary and spelling for all of these. | hope
to introduce a new game where | will ask the students to come up with sentence for our new vocabulary words
to write on the board. It should be a great way for them to practice their new words. | am very excited to see
how they continue to improve in this class. Listed below is the curriculum schedule for this month of classes.
Week 1: Unit 1: Week 2 — Families around the World

Week 2: Unit 1: Week 2 — Words to Know: aside, culture, fair, invited, language, plead, scurries, share

Week 3: Unit 1: Week 2 — Review

Week 4: Unit 1: Week 3 — Our Pet Friend

Phonics

Dear parents,

The start of this semester should be fairly simple for Giraffe class. We are starting out with learning the
short vowels. Some of the children have already learned the short vowels, however this is still a good review,
and more in depth practice for them. Last month we focused on short ‘a’ and ‘I, this month we will continue
on with short ‘o’, ‘u’, and ‘e’. In each section we have a selection of different practices on our iPad and in our
phonics books. Not only will | focus on learning the different phonic sounds, but | also make sure everyone
knows the meaning and how to use our spelling words.

In grade one most of Giraffe class only looked up simple information for their keynotes and their teacher
gave them many different sentence outline that they only needed to fill in the blanks. Now that they are in
grade two | want everyone to try and look up more information on their own and write their own sentences.



This will be more challenging and they will need a lot of guidance and help, but I’'m sure with encouragement
and supervision they will be able to do it.

This month’s keynote topic will be ‘countries’. Each group will pick a country and | will give everyone an
outline that will tell them what to look up for each page, what information they need, and what pictures to find.
Week 1 -Unit 1 week 2
Week 2 — Unit 1 week 2
Week 3 =Unit 1 week 2
Week 4 — Unit 1 week 3

Grammar

Dear parents,

As we continue in our grammar lessons we will continue to look at the rest of the different type of sentences.
The last two are commands and exclamations. We will discover how to give a command and what situations
will constitute an exclamation. With these two last sentence patterns the kids will have a basic knowledge of
how and when to use the different types of sentences in their writing lessons.

Tim.

Week 1 —-Unit 1 week 2 Commands — Examples: Set the table. Use your napkin.

Week 2 — Unit 1 week 2 Exclamations — What a fast snowball that was! | want to make a snowman!

Week 3 —Unit 1 week 2 Review

Week 4 — Unit 1 week 3 Subject — Examples: The cat is white. Jake likes cat.

Composition

Dear Parents,

This month we will continue to utilise all the composition skills learnt in Grade 1 to really start to develop their
writing skills. This month we will be writing about ‘A Special Day | Had’. There are lots of options available for
the students to write about such as birthdays, festivals, field trips, family days out or just a special day they
experienced and gives them the opportunity to draw on their own experiences.

| like to encourage creativity and imagination to produce interesting and informative compositions. | will give
them examples and ideas but really want them try to think for themselves.

Please see below for a detailed schedule of September.

September will see us continue to use the skills learnt in the other classes to develop our composition writing
in an interesting and creative manner.

Week 1- A Special Day | Had

Week 2- A Special Day | Had

Week 3- A Special Day | Had

Week 4- Learning about a New Thing

All the Best,

Teacher Eamonn
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Teacher Eamonn



