Whale Class Newsletter
2017 October

Dear Whale Class parents,

Now that | have taught your child for a few weeks, | am better able to set realistic goals for the class. | will
continue to focus on phonics, handwriting, reading, and speaking.

For phonics, in addition to the set book, Sadlier Phonics, | am using the simple phonics in the McGraw Hill
Wonders book for activities in class, and for handwriting practice. | am also reading Dr. Seuss books with
them, which present the phonics in a very engaging way.

Handwriting is hard for little children. We practice each week, and | am spending extra time with the seven
students who need help with writing the most. We do practice pages, and we also use writing in some of
our games. All the writing | do on the board uses the same font as their practice pages and homework. At
the moment, the children enjoy writing sometimes. | will make sure not to overload them and will give a lot
of praise and encouragement.

For reading, we use the McGraw Hill Wonders, and Scholastic everyday books. We read together, in teams,
and individually. A few of the students are not able to read yet, and they are getting extra help from me
when | can spare time. For extra help, | am using the book ‘Teach your Child to Read in 100 lessons’ by
Siegfried Engelmann. It is one of the best resources for teaching basic literacy, but unfortunately we have
very little time to work on it, because it needs to be done one on one.

| play with the students during break time, and we keep things light and fun. All of them speak to me every
day. We also have games and activities in English.

Things are going well in Whale class. Please be sure to ask your child what we do in class, to let them know
you are interested, and that you support them.

The following pages detail the October schedule by subject.

Yours reasonably,
- Taliesin Hoyle (Teacher Tal)

READING

WEEK 1 Story Book — Rain! Rain! Core Material Book (Unit 1 Week 4) — Hop, Skip, Jump
WEEK 2 Review

WEEK 3 Story Book — My Costume Core Material Book (Unit 1 Week 4) — Hop, Skip, Jump



WEEK 4 Story Book — The Dog Show Core Material Book (Unit 1 Week 4) — Hop, Skip, Jump

PHONICS

WEEK 1 Phonics Workbook (Long o)

WEEK 2 Review and assessment

WEEK 3 Phonics Workbook (Long u)

WEEK 4 Phonics Workbook (Long o, u and e)

VOCABULARY
Vocabulary will be from the McGraw-Hill Reading Wonders books, and other words that | will take from the
phonics book and small readers.

WRITING

WEEK 1Long o
WEEK 2 Review week
WEEK 3 Long u
WEEK 4 Long e

GRAMMAR

WEEK 1 Grammar Workbook (Unit 1 — Lesson 7 & 8) — It drinks...

WEEK 2 Review

WEEK 3 Grammar Workbook (Unit 2 - Lessons 9 & 10) — We live...
WEEK 4 Grammar Workbook (Unit 2 — Review of spelling and grammar)

MATH

WEEK 1 Math Workbook (Level E2) — Ordinal Numbers
WEEK 2 Review

WEEK 3 Math Workbook (Level E2) — Ordinal Numbers
WEEK 4 Math Workbook (Level E2) — Ordinal Numbers

SONGS

WEEK 1 Hokey Pokey
WEEK 2 Review

WEEK 3 Incy Wincy Spider
WEEK 4 Incy Wincy Spider
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- Taliesin Hoyle (Teacher Tal)
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