Deer Class Newsletter
October 2017

Dear Parents,

This past month has been very fun and eventful. All of the students made significant amounts of
progress and, | believe, learned a great deal. We also focused a lot on fun, with plenty of songs and
dancing, play time, and new games. | think the students all made lots of new friends and they all seem
to be getting along very nicely. We learned many new things and introduced some new concepts such
as tracing and recognizing phonetic sounds. We also focused a great deal on reinforcing the classroom
rules and rewarding positive behavior.

We have focused a lot on teaching them to play nicely and being thoughtful of other students, sit
nicely during class time, not run around in the classroom and practice basic manners such as saying
please and thank you. The students all have a much better grasp on the classroom routines, but |
continue to work to remind them not to shout or play in the bathroom or hallways while changing
their shoes. We also worked a lot on basic conversational skills and almost all the students are usually
able to have basic conversations with me if | ask how they are or what things they like. And all of them
seem to enjoy song time and singing along with me. | am very proud of their progress so far.

This next month is going to be very fun and educational. We will be introducing a lot of new material,
as well reviewing and continuing to reinforce the things they have already learned. We will also start
to place a greater emphasis on fundamentals and fine motor skills. The basic skills we will be focusing
on include tracing and letter recognition. | think tracing is of vital importance as they start to learn to
draw basic shapes and simple letters. | have been spending a lot of one-on-one time working with
them on developing these skills, and | will continue to focus on it a lot in the coming months.

Reading Class

Last month was very important for reading class as we introduced borrowing books from the library. |
hope this will help to spark their interest in reading, many of the students already seem very
enthusiastic about reading new books and | am very happy to see that. This month we will continue to
try to encourage their interest in reading by going to the library and having recreational reading time
in class or during breaks. This months reading books are very educational and great for teaching new



sentence patterns. For instances, “Hats” teaches ‘I like’ sentences and “I can, we can” teaches a lot of
great action words. | am really looking forward to this month and helping them learn and grow. Listed
below is the curriculum schedule for this month of classes.

Week 1: “What am [?”
Week 2: “Review

Week 3: “l can, we can”
Week 4: “Hats”

Phonics Class

The students learned a lot of new letters and sounds last month so we will continue to review again
and again throughout the next month. | think it is very important that all the students have a good
understanding of the letters we’ve already learned before moving on to higher levels as these
fundamentals are vital to their education. We will focus a lot on pronouncing and recognizing
phonetic sounds, as well letters. We will start, more and more, associating words with certain sounds
and letters. We will start to focus a lot more on tracing but | expect their progress will be slow as they
are still working to develop their writing skills and | will be very patient and work one-on-one with
them quite a bit. Listed below is the curriculum schedule for this month of classes.

Week 1: Sadlier, Phonics: Page 43, 44, 46
Week 2: Sadlier, Phonics: Review

Week 3: Sadlier, Phonics: Page 49-50
Week 4: Sadlier, Phonics: Page 53, 54

Core Material Class

This month we are reading through Unit 1. It introduces a lot of great sight words, new vocabulary,
and will even help them to review their phonics. The stories we will be reading in this book are
interesting and tie in very nicely with our books in reading class. For example, we will be learning “I
can, we can” in both our reading and core materials books, which will be a nice reinforcement for
them. We will also be learning the “Can 1?” question sentence pattern which | will be very useful for
the students in class as they start to ask more questions and make more conversation. Listed below is
the curriculum schedule for this month of classes.

Week 1: Unit 1
Week 2: Review *
Week 3: Unit 1
Week 4: Unit 1
Math Class

This month we will be continuing to focus a lot on numbers and colors. The students will also be
introduced to starting to trace and write some numbers, as well as count quantities. Our A3 MPM
book will also start to use a lot of fun animals for the questions so the students will learn a lot of new
animal names. They will also do some fun exercises involving comparing objects, and saying which is
bigger and smaller and so on. We will also continue to work with them on tracing and learning how to
circle correct answers, match objects, and draw straight lines. Listed below is the curriculum schedule
for this month of classes.

Week 1: MPM A3: Page 6-10

Week 2: Review

Week 3: MPM A3: Page 11-14



Week 4: MPM A3: Page 15-18

Conversation Class

The students have learned so much in terms of conversational English this last month and I’'m sure
they will continue to learn at a great rate. In addition to using their conversation book we have been
teaching a lot of everyday English such as “How’s the weather?” and “How old are you?” and we will
continue to add more to their conversational skills in the coming month. As for our Up and Away
conversation book, we will be learning a lot of great new sentence patterns suchas as “What is
she/he?” and “I am a student/teacher”. | am excited to see how the students incoorporate all of this
new English into their everyday lives. Listed below is the curriculum schedule for this month of classes.
Week 1: Unit 7

Week 2: Review
Week 3: Unit 8
Week 4: Unit 9

Physical Education

The students have been having so much fun on the playground and during outdoor playtime. The
students seem to really like playing tag with each other and especially like it when | join and let them
chase me around the track. Now that the students have been settled in a bit longer and are starting to
improve their motors skills as well as their English, it’s possible for us to play more complicated and
difficult games. | think car races will be especially fun for them, as they will able to pick out one of the
big toy cars and move it along with their feet, all the while steering to stay in their lane. I’'m really
looking forward to this month’s selection of activities.

Week 1: London Bridge

Week 2: Car Races

Week 3: Tag

Week 4: Ring Around the Rosy

Song and Dance

This month the songs that we’re learning in class are starting to get a bit more complicated but | think
the students are ready to learn new and more difficult things. They already learn new songs so fast
and, aside from following the asigned songs on the list, | also bring in a lot of other music for them to
learn and dance too. The students seem to really like the song “Bingo” where they get to spell out the
word “B-i-n-g-0” so this is also great for them to practice their letters. Next month we will learned
even more fun educational songs and interesting dances. Listed below is the curriculum schedule for
this month of Song and Dance.

Week 1: Little monkeys jumping on the bed
Week 2: Polly and Paul play the piano
Week 3: Polly and Paul play the piano

Week 4: Bus
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Week 1: “What am ?”
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Week 3: “l can, we can”
Week 4: “Hats”
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Week 1: London Bridge
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Week 3: Tag

Week 4: Ring Around the Rosy
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Week 1: Little monkeys jumping on the bed
Week 2: Polly and Paul play the piano
Week 3: Polly and Paul play the piano

Week 4: Bus



