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Welcome to the Tiger class ESL Grade 4 monthly newsletter for December. 
 

Core Material - Reading 

We read the reading book every day. I am very strict when it comes to reading time. Everyone sits down 
and we read together following the words with our fingers. 
 
Often the kids will have questions about the story and about words they don't understand. I positively en-
courage questions about the reading material and make sure they understand. 
 
Alongside the reading material, the students have a word list each week. The words from the list are se-
lected from the reading material. When the students are first introduced to the new vocabulary most of 
them are unsure how to pronounce the words let alone understand their meanings. So as a class we go 
through the wordlist and explain what they mean. Sometimes this can be done on the big TV via Google. I 
have found this to be a fantastic tool to help the students understand more easily. 
 
Weeks 1-4 - Unit 6 Week 1 - We will read some poetry and a script about the ancient Greek gods and the 
origins of some English words. We will also read another story about ‘King Midas And The Golden Touch’. 
 

Grammar 

The majority of our lesson time is spent reading the Core Material reading book. However, a portion of the 
lesson will involve completing a grammar exercise using the their grammar workbook.  
 
Grammar lessons usually involve a discussion about the task, accompanied by some examples. Students 
complete the task and help and feedback is given.  
 
The tasks vary in length. Most lessons comprise of the students completing a page in their text books. Once 
they have completed the task they can move on to the next page. 



 
Weeks 1-4 - Unit 6 Week 1 - Finding nouns and adjectives in sentences. When to use ‘A’ or ‘An’. Adding 
commas to sentences.  
 

Composition 

Composition Class is a fantastic opportunity for the students to do some creative writing. It’s quite a short 
class, just once per week but it gives them a chance to think for themselves and write creatively.  
 
A topic is chosen for them such as ‘What I Want to Do When I Grow Up’, after which we have a discussion 
and suggestions are made as to what they might write. After the initial draft is finished, their compositions 
are marked and returned ready for the rewrite the following week. 
 
Weeks 1-4 - ‘Being Funny And Being Popular’ The students must write an essay that compares and con-
trasts the differences between being funny and being popular. 
 

Keynote Presentations 

All of the students love preparing their keynote presentations. They get the opportunity to research and 
compose their very own presentation and show the class their hard work. 
 
Octobers keynote presentation will be on the subject of ‘A Famous Person’. The students have to choose a 
famous person of their choice and talk about them. It could be a singer, a movie star, or a sports star. 
 
Once they have chosen a person, they will research lots of information and images associated with this per-
son. At the end of the month they will deliver their presentation to the rest of the class. 
 
Weeks 1-4 - Unit 6 Week 1 - ‘Ancient Myths’ The students must research ancient myths and stories and 
produce a keynote presentation to the class that explains their chosen story. 
 
This concludes the monthly newsletter for December. 
 
As always if you have anything you would like to discuss with me, please feel free to leave me a message in 
the weekly communication books. 
 
Until next time, see you soon. 
Teacher Rich. 
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