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Welcome to the Panda class monthly newsletter for January. December was a great month for Panda class.  
 
The highlight of the month was the school Christmas show. All of the kids did a great job and they all really 
loved meeting Santa. 
 
January will be another fun month as we have the reading contest to look forward to. 
 
Let’s take a look at what’s to come in January… 
 
Reading 
We read the reading books several times every day. I am very strict when it comes to reading time. Every-
one sits down and we read together following the words with our fingers. 
 
Often the kids will have questions about the story and about words they don't understand. I positively en-
courage questions about the reading material and make sure they understand. 
 
After reading together, individuals are chosen to read to the whole class so their pronunciation can be 
checked and corrected if necessary. Sometimes during outdoor play I will give extra reading practice and 
attention to those who need it. 
Week 1 - Review  
Week 2 - Boots 
Week 3 - Practice for the reading contest 
Week 4 - The Haircut 
Week 5 - Catchup and review 
 
Core Material 
Week 1 - Review 
Weeks 2-4 - Unit 4 - Sentences that talk about what you can see e.g. I can see a fire truck. Sentences that 
use do, and, go, you, and to. 
Week 5 - Catchup and review 
 
MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module) 
MPM math is great fun for the new students. It teaches the kids the basics of mathematics in fun and inter-
esting ways. Their new MPM boxes are full of stuff to help them learn. 



 
Week 1 - Book 5 P6-10 - Shape correspondence. Practice drawing straight lines. 
Week 2 - P11-14 - Finding missing numbers 1-5. Recognizing inside and out correspondence. 
Week 3 - P15-18 - Recognizing on / not on correspondence. Practice drawing straight lines. 
Weeks 4 and 5 - Catchup and review 
 
Phonics 
This semester we will be using a new phonics book. The book has many fun activities for the students. It 
teaches the kids letter recognition and the different sounds they make. 
 
Week 1 - P82, 83 Practice writing upper and lowercase G. Recognizing objects that start with the letter G. 
Weeks 2 and 3 - P85, 86 Practice writing upper and lowercase W. Recognizing objects that start with the 
letter W. 
Week 4 - P89, 90 Recognizing objects that start with the letters N, G, and W. 
Week 5 - Catchup and review 
 
Conversation 
This is a chance for the students to practice speaking. It teaches them to ask and answer questions using 
full sentences to show off their speaking abilities. 
Week 1 - Catchup and review 
Week 2 - Unit 15 Plural nouns e.g. hats, students, shops, caps, brushes, buses. 
Week 3 - Unit 16 Sentences that use It is… and They are… 
Week 4 - Unit 17 Sentences that use You are… and We are… 
Week 5 - Catchup and review 
 
Song and Dance 
We have song & dance classes in the mornings to create a group bond & promote confidence. Song & 
dance is also a great way to wake the kids up in the mornings and get them ready & energized for the days 
lessons. 
Weeks 1 and 2 - High Five 
Weeks 3 - 5 - Listen and Move 
 
Thematic Activities 
Thematic studies are a series of lessons that focus on a country or festival. 
Thematic studies lessons are once week and last for one month on the same subject. 
 
The kids get to learn about other cultures, countries and events from all over the world. 
Week 1 - Winter 
Week 2 - Winter 
Week 3 - Winter 
Week 4 - Winter 
Week 5 - Winter 
 
Library 
Once a week the class will visit the library to read a storybook. This a popular lesson with the kids because 
they love to listen to the teacher read them a good story. 
 
The class will sit and listen to the teacher, enjoying looking at the pictures in the book as the story is read to 
them. 
 
They also have the opportunity to borrow a book for the week to take home and read by themselves or 
with mummy & daddy. 
 
Courtesy, Health Habits and Safety. 



The students are reminded of the school rules that keep everyone safe and healthy. We review many of the 
rules e.g. washing our hands with soap after we go to the bathroom, no running in the school, and putting 
our chairs in under the table. 
 
That concludes the Panda class monthly newsletter for January. 
 
As always, please feel free to leave me any of your comments or concerns in the weekly English communi-
cation books.  
 
I look forward to chatting with again you soon. 
 
Teacher Rich. 
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