Dinosaur Class Monthly Newsletter

November 2018

Reading

Our reading classes are going well and we are storming through the books! | have recorded an audiobook
version of all our reading books which, if you do not have already, should be arriving very soon. Please have
your child listen to it and follow along in their copy of the books we have provided. Some of these books are
delicate so please do make sure not to damage them, | know some of the students like to use them as
spyglasses! We shall be preparing for our drama play extensively this month, in order to put on the best
possible play we can!

November 1%-9%": Prepare for Drama Play

November 12t"-16": Prepare for Drama Play

November 19t"-23": Prepare for Drama Play

November 26"-30%: Is It a Baby Animal?

Phonics

We have been progressing through the phonics book at a steady pace focusing on different sounds and sound
combinations the English language has provided. This month | have put a lot of emphasis on the apostrophe
() andit’s use of shortening words to make them easier to say. Do not — don’t. Or, | am — I’'m. | encourage you
to sit down with your child, and make a large, fun list of all the words you can think of that can be changed with
an apostrophe ( ‘). Then place it somewhere visible, such as the kitchen, and practice pointing out the
apostrophized word you say, when spoken! This can be a secret code between you, that will help your child
think about English grammar rules in a fun way!

November 15-9%": pg. 66-67 — High Frequency Words

November 12"-16™: pg. 68-70 — Long Vowels

November 19"-23: pg. 71-72 — Hard and Soft c

November 26"-30": pg. 79-81 — Hard and Soft g

Core Material



In core materials | have been encouraging the students thinking abilities. This has been achieving by asking a
open ended question; “how many words have a short U in them?” and writing all correct answers on the
board, whilst asking the students themselves if a offered answer is correct or not. We have been doing the
same with certain topics that come up in our books. So far this month this has included such things as: things to
do with friends, places we can go in Taichung, things to do outside, jobs you can do, what you can see outside
your widow, and where we live to name a few.

November 15:-9%: Unit 1 Week 5 — Let’s Move

November 12%-16™: Unit 1 Week 5 — Let’s Move

November 19%-23": Unit 2 Week 1 — Jobs around World

November 26™-30%: Unit 2 Week 1 — Jobs around World

Writing

We have begun writing simple sentences in our Phonics and Jump workbooks, using clues in our questions to
figure out the correct answer. | have also been using the weekly spelling words as an opportunity to teach
correct letter formation which has begun producing wonderful results in several of the students. This is a
technique which | shall continue doing going into November.

November 15-9%": P30-31- Superstar Suzy Soo

November 12t"-16™: Prepare for Drama Play

November 19%"-23: Prepare for Drama Play

November 26%"-30t": P32-33 — Superstar Suzy Soo

Workbook

Our jump book has a strong focus on sentence construction. Giving our students several word options through
which they must choose the most correct ones and formulate the sentence in a way that makes sense. | have
been giving the students homework that reinforces these skills of forming correct sentences from a option of
connected words.

November 1%-9%: P30-31: He/ She has

November 12"-16™: Prepare for Drama Play

November 19t"-23": Prepare for Drama Play

November 26%-30%": P32-33: Time Expressions

Math

This Month we have been strongly focused on shapes and the ability to transform them through rotation. Most
of the students have fully comprehended this and many have fully converted to using English words when
describing their shapes and movements. Such as: triangle, square, mirror image, and rotation.

November 15-9%": Prepare for Drama Play

November 12"-16™: Prepare for Drama Play

November 19t"-23": Prepare for Drama Play

November 26™-30%: P25-26 — Addition

Songs and Movement



Every morning we have been doing various songs as a good warm-up to the day. Last month we did a
assortment of nursery rhymes. To give some variety, this month | have been teaching the students a ‘proper’
song and have decided on ‘Yellow Submarine’ by the Beatles. Although the verses are a little bit tricky, they all
have the chorus down exact and it is wonderful to hear them all singing it loudly and proudly!

November 1°-9%": Yesterday

November 12t"-16": Yellow Submarine

November 19%-23: Yellow Submarine

November 26™"-30™: Yellow Submarine

Thematic Activity
This month’s Thematic activity has been fully revolving around Thanksgiving! It will be a wonderfully fun day
and | hope the students will enjoy it just as much as us teachers have preparing it for them!
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