Whale Class Newsletter
January 2019

Hello Parents,

It is the end of the semester, the class have done well and made good progress, particularly in phonics
and reading. This semester is similar to last one and there is not a big jump in the difficulty of the
work. Hopefully the writing lessons will get easier as the kids hands get stronger and their motor skills
improve.

The school Reading Contest will take place at the end of the semester, so please make sure your child
comes to school with all of the books on the reading list so they can prepare for the contest.

Core Material

The final book of the semester builds on what the class have already been learning. The verbs “see”
and “go” and the sentence pattern “l can...”

Week 1: Review

Week 2: You/I can see (At the fire station)

Week 3: Hello Neighbors

Week 4: | can/You Can

Week 5: Review

Phonics

The phonics book has moved onto letter writing and tracing. This is rather difficult for the kids,
especially given that many of the pages require the students to write the letters without lines to trace
over. Asaresult | am giving the class a lot of worksheets with larger letters for them to trace. This
way we can focus on correct stroke order.

The kids are getting better at sounding out three letter words and we will keep practising this.
Week 1: Letter G tracing

Week 2: Letter W tracing and picture matching

Week 3: Letter W tracing

Week 4: Phonemic Awareness (Listening and recognition)

Week 5: Review

Conversation
This months conversation class focuses on | am, you are... a boy, girl, police officer, etc. This has been
covered a little bit in the story books so | think the class will pick this up pretty quickly.



Week 1: Review

Week 2: Plurals

Week 3: It is.../They are...
Week 4: You Are/We Are...
Week 5: Review

Reading

The books for this semester are quite simple and fun and focus on simple words and pictures. They
are good for teaching vocabulary and as the kid’s English improves we will eventually be able to do
Q&A with the books as well.

Week 1: Review

Week 2: The Haircut

Week 3: Reading Contest Preparation

Week 4: Boots

Week 5: Review

Math

MPM class covers number recognition and tracing, which helps the kids develop their motor skills. On
a related note, | have noticed that kids who like to draw, pick up writing much more quickly than
students who don’t.

Week 1: Reciting Numbers

Week 2: Reciting Numbers/Counting

Week 3: Spatial Description (inside/outside)

Week 4: Review

Week 5: Review

Physical Education

| plan and implement activities for the classes each week. The students have a good mix of different
games to play during PE classes, the students will have lots of fun. For PE | like to give the students
obstacle courses and relay races and other activities that are fairly easy to understand.

Week 1: Tricycle Race

Week 2: Obstacle Course

Week 3: Jumping Race

Week 4: Obstacle Course

Week 5: 1,2,3 stop

Thematic Activity

The English teachers get an opportunity to plan a month of thematic activities. These can consist of
art projects, a short field trip to the park, or a class project to be done within the classroom. January's
thematic lessons will be about winter.

Song and Dance
The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around and have
some fun before we start our first class. | also like to have them practice between classes or at the



end of the day sometimes so that the students have the opportunity to move around and have some
fun rather than sit for extended periods of time.

Week 1: High Five

Week 2: High Five

Week 3: Listen and Move

Week 4: Listen and Move

Week 5: Listen and Move

See you next time!
Teacher Kevin
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