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Every month seems to bring their own mix of problems and September had quite a surprise in
store for us with everyone having a whole week off with the sickness spreading like a disease. But
all and sundry are well and recovered and ready to continue on our journey ever learning more
and more. October is set to be extra exciting for the students with Halloween coming up and a
games day planned on the day, plus all the extra themed decorations about the school to
celebrate the festival period of horror and the supernatural. During all the excitement we will also
be trying to catch up on some of the lost work from disease week and on top of which we well
start to look into the beginning workings of the next up and coming drama play planned for the
end of November.

Reading

Reading books follow the K4 collections, and simple in comparison as they are to the K5 collection,
they still provide a necessary step into new vocabulary and its usage. The students have all picked
up on reading ability and they seem to revel in naming easy reads.

Week 1 - “Out the Door”

Week 2 - “Review week - possibly catch up from ‘disease’ week”

Week 3 - “Rain! Rain!”

Week 4 - “My Costume”

Week 5 - “The Dog Show”

Core Material

The second unit is now under the belt and we are well into the third unit which runs over into
October before we start and finish the fourth unit by month end. So far the students have touched
on short vowels ‘a’ and ‘i’, and unit three covered some of the ‘L’ blends. These being more of a
theme for the story we read and the comprehension skills we cover in the unit. In the fourth unit
we will get back into the short vowels again with short ‘o’ and a story called ‘Toss! Kick! Hop!'. So
while we work through the basic short vowel sounds in the story, | will rather be concentrating on
their ability to understand the story and relate after. Equally cover the less understood vocabulary
in more detail.



Phonics

During phonics we constantly review the difference between the short and long vowel sounds.
Even though they are covered fairly extensively in the core material and the reading material we
do in other subjects. By the end of September we would’ve covered a large portion of the short
and long ‘@’ usage. And in the beginning of October we will start to emphasise a little more on long
‘i’ and the variations we use to create the long sound and not just the word ending ‘e’. There is
also a review week planned to makes sure we are all caught up, possibly from ‘disease’ week,
although | think we will manage just fine since we are already a little ahead of schedule and will
then instead just make sure that the work is profoundly understood. Extra activities and games to
emphasise the work covered will also be a great break from the constant book work we will have
been doing.

Workbook Jump 2

The Jump 2 workbook, logically, follows the same methods as in the first book, and | believe the
students are quite familiar with how it works. So hopefully we will be able to continue as usual
throughout this book revising all the topics shared in the Phonics and Writing books.

Week 1: Verbs and nouns/ He live.../ He doesn’t live...

Week 2: Review

Week 3: It drinks/ doesn’t drink... and We live.../We don’t live...

Week 4:Present simple and don’t vs doesn’t usage.

Week 5: Spelling - fill in missing letters for vocabulary covered in the unit

Writing

“Write Now!” from Tim Budden is the book we use for the writing subject and the conversation
classes. As | mentioned before the book looks fairly intimidating and the students all felt
overwhelmed to start, however while we work through it little bit by little bit, the students are
realising that if they listen intently then they are able to follow just fine. However the students
who still feel its too hard are realising that when they don’t listen or get distracted then they will
get completely lost.

Each page in the writing book still looks to be the object of intimidation but while we go over the
material together the students are all exposed to vocabulary they would otherwise deprived of. |
think that even though they shouldn’t be able to do any of the exercises independently, they are
keen to participate in conversation that relates to the subject matter and has clear conversational
improvement benefits.

Week 1: Writing a poster ad “Zoom Boy”, multiple choice and unscramble sentences with new set
of vocabulary.

Week 2: Review and catch up, (this will be needed since we fell behind a bit)

Week 3: Conversational usage of can vs cannot and matching verbs to activities

Week 4: Can and cannot appropriate matching

Week 5: Correcting sentences

MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module)

The MPM Math series focuses a lot on a variety of daily problem solving strategies, not just math,
although counting plays a large role in the functions of the guided stories through a variety of
topics, including farming, travel, colour coordination, baked goods, sweets, exploring and many
more. These also provide great material for conversation practice, including but not limited to:



what fruit and vegetables do you like, I like.... and have you ever picked or planted.... and have you
ever taken a plane or been on abusororor.....

Week 1 - Combination and separation of numbers

Week 2 - Review and catch up, likely use this period for adventure stickers

Week 3 - Properties of shapes and spatial correspondence (tetris)

Week 4 - Counting shapes and colours, measuring and paths

Week 5 - Paths continued

Library

Library time has moved back into the library, since | feel that the students benefit more from a
change of scenery and the atmosphere invokes a respect for silence which is a good lesson for
them to maintain consistency with. Individual or paired reading was perhaps a little ambitious on
my part and | feel that most of the students are not ready for independent unguided reading. So
this time has reverted back to a listening to teacher/ storytime kind of a deal.

Spelling

As | mentioned in the introduction to the newsletter, there will be a spelling test on the weeks 10
words every friday. The results of which will be monitored and shared for progress reporting, but |
also expressed that this is not to be taken with heavy heart if met with failure or absence. It is only
for progress monitoring and added incentive or motivation to retain what’s being learnt. Some
kids have taken to testing quite well and others are struggling to retain the knowledge. If parents
could kindly help their kids with the words of the week, by just repeating the word and spelling it
out loud letter by letter, each word simply once everyday will make a huge difference.

This months spelling vocabulary are:

Week 1: great, spoon, pot, water, smile, family, leave, coat, road, toe

Week 2: Review catch up week

Week 3: said, glasses, slow, each, high, name, inside, wake, nose, fruit

Week 4: apples, morning, first, home, cute, meet, meat, read, tree, sleep

Week 5: brother, sister, shoe, knee, paper, hand, head, plant, shirt, pull

Conclusion

This concludes the monthly newsletter for October, as usual | have only covered the main ideas
behind most subjects and some of the material we will be covering, there is still plenty more to
enjoyed by the kids and | will keep you up to date through the weekly communication books as
well what Teacher Chacha provides. As always if you have any concerns or feedback, | would love
to hear back from you guys and you are also welcome to communicate through teacher Chacha if
you feel more comfortable that way.

Thanks

Teacher Justin
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