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November was hopefully a successful month all things considered and the drama play went off
without a hitch. We had birthdays and the drama play and another bout of sickness. But now
things should with fingers crossed start to get more simple and routine like. With Christmas
coming up this month, I’'m sure we will still see a lot of excitement too. Many of the students have
expressed how much they enjoy the festival. Plus the big show and Santa giving out presents is
always good fun.

Reading

Reading books follow the K4 collections, and simple in comparison as they are to the K5 collection,
they still provide a necessary step into new vocabulary and its usage. The students are all moving
through the reads quite easily and | hope that they are showing off to their parents at home,
please can you encourage the children to read the old stories too which will help with
remembering what they already learnt and also make future reads easier. During December we
will have a full collection to work through, although | think most of the students are mastering the
reads within the first couple days of the week and by Friday they could practically recite the book
without opening it. At which point | am stressing the finding of words and practicing phonics
strategies to pronounce words and locate them.

Week 1 - “Is It a Baby Animal?”

Week 2 - “Hot, Hot, Hot!”

Week 3 - “Shadows”

Week 4 - “Please Sit Still”

Core Material

Most of the students are finding the core material quite easy to understand. The subject matter is
covered in more detail in the other books we have been working through, but the stories at least
provide some variety to concepts being taught and also some different usage for the same
vocabulary. In December we will start with a fresh look at the short vowels again and some new
vocabulary, which they should now hopefully be able to recognise easily and be able to work out
pronunciation without assistance. The first 2 weeks we work on Short ‘e’ and the story of “Good
Job, Ben!” in the last 2 weeks we will work on the Short ‘u’ again and the story of “Cubs in a Hut”.



Phonics

Long and short vowels play a huge role in phonics strategy and we will continue to touch on the
rule for revision every now and again. December however we will focus more on hard and soft ‘c’
and ‘g’, also initial ‘I’ and ‘r’ blends. And before the end of the month and the year we will also
touch on final blends and ‘s’ blends.

All the students do pretty well with these activities now, they are well accustomed to how they
work and when we cover new material they pick it up nicely, with added practice of course.

Workbook Jump 2

The Jump 2 workbook, logically, follows the same methods as in the first book, and | believe the
students are quite familiar with how it works. So hopefully we will be able to continue as usual
throughout this book revising all the topics shared in the Phonics and Writing books.

Week 1: New vocabulary and time expressions

(“in the morning’, ‘in the afternoon’ etc.) Students are fairly familiar with these already from an
oral perspective, now we will expose them to the reading and writing.

Week 2: ‘does’ and ‘doesn’t’ and present simple

Week 3: Apostrophes

Week 4: Review spelling and grammar from previous topics.

Writing

While this book is still heavily in need of tight supervision with each exercise, the students are
engaging the subject matter more readily and are keen to figure out how to complete each stage,
some students have begun competing to work it out before the rest of the class cotton on to
what’s happening. This is great for the fast learners and the stragglers can receive the extra help
from peers as well as teachers.

Week 1: True and False likes and don’t likes associated to pictures.

Week 2: Correcting mistakes in story sentences

Week 3: Begin new chapter story theme, also time expressions like Jump2

Week 4: Present simple

MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module)

The MPM Math series focuses a lot on a variety of daily problem solving strategies, not just math,
although counting plays a large role in the functions of the guided stories through a variety of
topics, including farming, travel, colour coordination, baked goods, sweets, exploring and many
more. These also provide great material for conversation practice, including but not limited to:
what fruit and vegetables do you like, | like.... and have you ever picked or planted.... and have you
ever taken a plane or been on a bus or or or.....

Week 1 - Length comparison

Week 2 - Shapes and colours corresponding counting

Week 3 - Simple coordinates usage

Week 4 - Crossing off subtraction exercises.

Library

Library time is still in the library, the students seem to benefit more from a change of scenery and
the atmosphere invokes a respect for silence which is a good lesson for them to maintain
consistency with. We are still listening to teacher/ storytime kind of a deal, after we take votes on
a book to read.



Spelling

We will pick up on a full month of vocabulary to try out some spelling, | think most of the students
are keen to test their abilities again, some are still struggling with phonics strategies to help them,
but while they keep practicing, it will only get easier after time. As | advised parents before, you
can help your children greatly by just simply reviewing the weekly list with them, sounding the
word and spelling it together, at least just once a day and on weekends, not making a big deal of it
or taking time out of your day, just quickly revise a word or two here and there will help plenty
enough.

This months spelling vocabulary are:

Week 1: skin, dark, light, face, cold, nice, clap, glue, block, sleep

Week 2: aren’t, isn’t, thirsty, young, tall, start, again, kick, went, stand

Week 3: over, hear, take, wait, bring, bend, land, wind, lift, test

Week 4: morning, afternoon, evening, watch, cheese, stand, melt, stamp, twist, vest

Conclusion

The students are all progressing nicely at their own paces, some have different learning
requirements and others have alternate talents, but all of the kids in Shark class are amazing in
their own rights, unique and special. They have been and continue to be a great pleasure to spend
time with and to help them reach their full potential is more than just work, it is a real joy. The
need to be serious at times can be easily overlooked when the kids show how much they enjoy
themselves at almost every task they have thrown at them. As long as kids will be kids it is
important to remember that they are just kids and their fun and enjoyment should take
precedence over academics while still learning how to interact with their environment in an
appropriate way.

Thanks
Teacher Justin
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