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We are well and truly into the semester now and preparing for the big Finale. Graduation. Most
parents have arranged or have an idea of what the next step for their children will be, and now we
are preparing for the transition into schooling. We will continue to work to a similar schedule and
also start preparing for the final graduation play. There is little need to intensify the workload or
homework and we will keep this the same as what the kids are used to. We are all looking forward
to a productive month with new themes, new books/ stories and a new play.

Reading

The students have all been pointing and following during reading class, and although the material
is easy for some kids, others are still struggling a bit, more so with the vocabulary which is
unfamiliar to them since they are not practicing as much as their peers, both at home and at
school (from missing this class at days end). | am a strong supporter of learning to read so we can
read to learn. There is more to reading than just learning the language, the stories all have
educating value and the children benefit from a broader knowledge through book interaction. |
can’t stress enough how important a little bit everyday can make a difference. Even just 5Sminutes
to read a short story, everyday will keep the brain aware of the language and the written form.
Some progress is better than no progress.

Week 1 - “What can insects do?”

Week 2 - “Being Me”

Week 3 - “At Home in a Shell”

Week 4 - “Wind”

Core Material

Most of the students still find the core material quite easy to understand. The subject matter is
covered in more detail in the other books we have been working through, but the stories at least
provide some variety to concepts being taught and also some different usage for the same
vocabulary.

In April we will start a new story and new set of phonics rules (although still a recap on long ‘i’
sounds). The story is “Time to Plant!” which falls in line nicely with the ‘growing a bean plant’
project we just did in March. And then at the end of the month we will start on “The Nice Mitten”
with phonics rules for ‘soft C and soft G'.



Phonics

We are still working through the same phonics book as usual and the routine exercises in the book
has become easy for the students to follow and they enjoy engaging with them. Often they ask to
do the allocated pages on their own and don’t need any guidance, so | will cover the topic rules
being questioned and then let the more impatient kids get on with it on their own, while helping
those that still don’t quite get it.

Our next set of topics that we will revise and introduce however are:
Vowel digraphs - ‘au’, ‘aw’,

Vowel diphthongs - ‘oi’, ‘oy’ and ‘ew’
Workbook Jump 2

The kids have all enjoyed the exercises in this series, they are quite easy for them now, and when
things are easy we enjoy completing them more than when it’s too hard. Keeping things a little bit
challenging in any case to make sure that we continue to progress nicely too. The students have a
similar attitude to this book as they do with the phonics book and | will let them do on their own
for exercises that | feel they are ready to do so, while helping those that need it.

Week 1: Days of the week, time revision

Week 2: When do they...? What time do you...?

Week 3: Questions with What time... and When...

Week 4: Furniture and Prepositions of place (‘in’ and ‘on’)

Writing

Write Now workbook provides topical subject matter to work with, more than it provides
independent work through exercises. | have been trying to get the students to write smaller and
on the lines, which has been a great difficulty for most. Some exercises require that we attach an
extra page for the kids to write with.

This April we will be working through a treasure hunt theme using a variety of places in a town
that have been learnt in vocabulary provided here and in all the other workbooks as well.

MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module)

The MPM Math series focuses a lot on a variety of daily problem solving strategies, not just math,
although counting plays a large role in the functions of the guided stories through a variety of
topics.

Week 1 — Cycling Sequence by shape, colors and directions.

Week 2 — Addition by shapes, colors and directions

Week 3 — Set Theory Groups of color coordinated shapes and objects

Week 4 — Cardinal Number counting

Spelling

You can help your children greatly by just simply reviewing the weekly list with them, sounding the
word and spelling it together, at least just once a day and on weekends, not making a big deal of it
or taking time out of your day, just quickly revise a word or two here and there will help plenty
enough.

This months spelling vocabulary are:

Week 1: sauce, clue, haul, fault, yawn, pause, thread, shawl, breathe, fawn



Week 2: stood, spoon, hood, book, thaw, straw, wood, hoof, instead, sweater
Week 3: cone, coins, bow, crew, stew, screw, foul, few, toes, toy
Week 4: about, because, drew, join, look, news, saw, spools, both, forty

Conclusion

| have been enjoying the ability to converse with a lot of the students in the Shark class. This
comes as a privilege to have seen them grow in their English learning journey, from little or no
English to actually having a fun chat about something interesting or funny. | hope they all continue
to progress in much the same way as they have done and most importantly enjoy the process
which can sometimes seem difficult and tedious. Don’t give up, there is always a smooth road that
follows the bumpy parts. | hope that all family and friends have remained safe and healthy so far
during the whole viral scare and please everyone remain careful while it passes.

Thanks
Teacher Justin
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Teacher Justin



