Whale Class Newsletter
April 2020

Hello Parents,

We are continuing to focus on long vowels, this month its long i. The class are doing well overall. At
the end of the month, we will begin practicing for the school play. As usual, this semester’s is a little
harder than last semester's play. The kids have more individual lines this time.

Core Material

For core material we are using the Reading Workshop book. The chapter is called “Move and Grin”
and teaches some verbs like swim and jump. For phonics, the focus is r- and s- blends like “swim”
and “drop”. The units key words are “jump”, “run”, “move” and “two”.

Week 1: Read story + Q&A

Week 2: Phonics practice

Week 3: Read story

Week 4: Spelling and phonics

Conversation/Grammar (Jump Book)

The Jump Book is used for conversation and grammar. So we will do the tasks in the workbook and
also use it for vocabulary and sentence patterns. This months looks at toys and then animals. The
class are familiar with a lot of this vocabulary, but they will also get to practice asking “is there”
guestions and answering them.

Week 1: Toys + there is a

Week 2: Is there a.... There is/isn't

Week 3: Animals

Week 4: There are/aren't

Phonics
Phonics is very similar to last semester's work. We are using the same series of books, so the kids are
familiar with the exercises we will be doing. We are moving onto long O, the class are pretty good



with “silent e“ words, and we are also focusing on other ways to write long vowels, like the “0a” in
boat.

Week 1: 192-195 Long “O”

Week 2: 196 — 199 Long “0O”

Week 3: 200 — 205 Long “O” - “0a”, “ow”

Week 4: 207 — 212 Long “O” - “0a”, “ow”

Handwriting and Spelling Practice

We have 3 handwriting classes a week, where the kids will focus on correct pen strokes and writing
neatly. There will be a lot of writing this semester so it is important that the kids keep practicing. |
will also send home photocopies on Fridays for homework.

There is also a spelling class, the class will practice 10 high-frequency words from the core materials
book every week. | also have my own spelling worksheets that | give the kids as they get through the
workbooks pretty quickly now.

Story Books

We have a new set of slightly more complicated books this semester, but | think the class will do well.
Many of the students in class can read much more challenging books than they did last semester. In
these lessons we do a lot of Q&A and | also ask the kids what they can see in the pictures, so they can
have some time to speak in full sentences.

Week 1: What Can Insects Do?

Week 2: Being Me

Week 3: At Home in a Shell

Week 4: Wind

Math

This month we are focusing a lot on comparatives — more than, and also longer, shorter, etc... This is
a good topic for the kids to practice as it is a useful piece of grammar. In week three we will look at
ordinal numbers — first, second, third, etc... The class are somewhat familiar with these words as we
say the date and mark it on a calendar everyday.

Week 1: More than/Less than

Week 2: Measurements

Week 3: Ordinal Numbers

Week 4: Prepare for Play

Physical Education

| plan and implement activities for the classes each week. The students have a good mix of different
games to play during PE classes, the students will have lots of fun. For PE | like to give the students
obstacle courses and relay races and other activities that are fairly easy to understand.

Week 1: Grab the baton

Week 2: Obstacle Course

Week 3: Tricycle Race



Week 4: Obstacle Course

Thematic Activity
April's thematic will be Easter related.

Song and Dance

The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around and have
some fun before we start our first class. | also like to have them practice between classes or at the
end of the day sometimes so that the students have the opportunity to move around and have some
fun rather than sit for extended periods of time.

Week 1: Who Stole the Cookie...

Week 2: Who Stole the Cookie...

Week 3: One Elephant Went out to Play

Week 4: School Play Practice

See you next time!
Teacher Kevin
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