Whale Class Newsletter
August 2020

Hello Parents,

It's the beginning of the K5 semester and we have a new books to do. The new phonics book is not
very different to last semester's book so | do not expect the class to have much trouble with it. The
Jump book focuses on grammar so we will also use it for conversation class so that the class can get
more practice with the ideas in the book.

Core Material

For core material we are starting unit 2, the story is “Cubs in a Hut” and the topic is homes and
buildings. There are a few good books in the library on this topic too. The key words are “could”,
“live”, “one”, “then” and “three”.

Week 1: Workshop Unit 2 Week 2

Week 2: Workshop Unit 2 Week 2

Week 3: Workshop Unit 2 Week 2

Week 4: Workshop Unit 2 Week 2

Week 5: Workshop Unit 2 Week 2

Conversation/Grammar (Jump Book)

The Jump Book is used for conversation and grammar. So we will do the tasks in the workbook and
also use it for vocabulary and sentence patterns. The first month is fairly easy and reviews concepts
from the last book, so the class will be able to review what they have learned before we move onto
new things.

Week 1: Be verb + number writing

Week 2: Have/has

Week 3: Recognizing word forms — nouns, verbs, adjectives

Week 4: The alphabet

Week 5: The alphabet+ reading comprehension



Phonics

Phonics is very similar to last semester's work. We are using the same series of books, so the kids are
familiar with the exercises we will be doing. The first month seems to be a warm up, with lots of
practice of short vowels. This will be a good opportunity for the class to review and catch up if
needed. | expect we will have lots of extra time so we will also use some of this time for spelling.
Week 1: Short Vowels

Week 2: Short Vowels

Week 3: Short Vowels

Week 4: Short Vowels

Week 5: Sentence re-organising

Writing

We have a new book called “Write Now” for the K5 classes. This book is quite difficult as it requires
the students to write long sentences and do things like write a letter to a friend. It will take a will for
many students to adjust to the large amount of writing required and the very small spaces available
on the page.

Week 1: Reading comprehension + Writing about your family

Week 2: Writing about your family

Week 3: Writing about your friends

Week 4: Review — writing about yourself and friends

Week 5: Writing about food

Story Books

This semester's books are a little more advanced than last semester's but | don't expect the class to
have any major problems. In these lessons we do a lot of Q&A and | also ask the kids what they can
see in the pictures, so they can have some time to speak in full sentences.

Week 1: Red, Blue, and Yellow, too!

Week 2: Kate’s Surprise

Week 3: Puppy Paints

Week 4: Animal Babies

Week 5: Farm Helpers

Math

This month we start with some fairly easy concepts. In week 1 we will be counting forwards and
backwards and writing numbers. Then identifying missing numbers. We then move onto more
than/less than and will do the sticker book in the final week.

Week 1: Book 1 — Counting forwards and backwards

Week 2: Book 1 — Missing number finding

Week 3: Book 1 — Paths and mazes

Week 4: Book 1 — more than/less than

Week 5:Book 1 — Sticker book



Physical Education

| plan and implement activities for the classes each week. The students have a good mix of different
games to play during PE classes, the students will have lots of fun. For PE | like to give the students
obstacle courses and relay races and other activities that are fairly easy to understand.

Week 1: Grab the baton

Week 2: Obstacle Course

Week 3: Tricycle Race

Week 4: Obstacle Course

Week 5: Relay Race

Thematic Activity August's thematic will be about “Space”.

Song and Dance

The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around and have
some fun before we start our first class. | also like to have them practice between classes or at the
end of the day sometimes so that the students have the opportunity to move around and have some
fun rather than sit for extended periods of time.

Week 1: | Have a Car

Week 2: | Have a Car

Week 3: The Ants Go Marching

Week 4: The Ants Go Marching

Week 5: YMCA

See you next time!
Teacher Kevin
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