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Bear Class ESL G3-4
October Newsletter

Welcome to the new Bear Class ESL Grade 3 and 4 monthly newsletter for October.

This month we continue our journey to become the best English students we can be. We had a great
semester so far with the students showing great application and understanding of the material we
looked at. We have a good group of students who mostly like to contribute and join in during class.
We have a few quiet students who do not really speak a lot so | focus on encouraging them to speak
loudly and clearly, and generally join in more.

Core Material - Reading
We read the reading book everyday. | am very strict when it comes to reading time. Everyone sits
down and we read together following the words with our fingers.

Often the kids will have questions about the story and about words they don't understand. | positively
encourage questions about the reading material to make sure they understand.

Alongside the reading material, the students have a word list each week. The words from the list are
selected from the reading material. When the students are first introduced to the new vocabulary
most of them are unsure how to pronounce the words, let alone understand their meanings. So, as a
class we go through the wordlists and | explain what they mean. Sometimes this can be done on the
big TV via Google. | have found this to be a fantastic tool to help the students understand more easily.
Week 1-2 Unit 1 Week 2 This unit is called “Leadership ” and looks at how one person can change the
way you think. It looks at how people can make a difference to other people’s lives by standing up for
what they believe in, be brave in difficult situations and being leaders. Our story is called Jane’s
Discovery” and talks about how Abe Lincoln and George Washington were great leaders.

Week 3-4 Unit 3 Week 3 This unit is called “Discoveries ” and looks at what we know about Earth and
its neighbours around the universe. The story called “Earth and its Neighbours” and talks about
satellites, about man first visiting the Moon and lots of other discoveries.

Grammar
The majority of our lesson time is spent reading the Core Material reading book. However, a portion



of the lesson will involve completing a grammar exercise using a grammar workbook.

Grammar lessons usually involve a discussion about the task, accompanied by some examples.
Students complete the task and help and feedback is given.

The tasks vary in length. Most lessons comprise of the students completing a page in their text books.
Once they have completed the task they can move on to the next page.

Week 1-2 Unit 3 Week 2. This unit looks at tenses of a verb and tells us when the action takes place.
This week we look at present tense which means the action happens now. A verb must agree in
number with its subject so we look at when to add -s or -es when a singular subject ends in -sh, -ch, -
SS, -2z, Or -X.

Week 3-4 Unit 3 Week 3. This unit looks at past tense verbs which talks about actions that have
already happened. Add -ed to the end of the verb, drop the e and add -ed to verbs that end in e. We
look at abbreviations which is a shortened form of a word and end in a period. For example, teacher=
Tr., or doctor= Dr., or road=Rd.

Composition
Composition Class is a fantastic opportunity for the students to do some creative writing. It’s quite a
short class, just once per week but it gives them a chance to think for themselves and write creatively.

A topic is chosen for them such as ‘What | Want to Do When | Grow Up’, after which we have a
discussion and suggestions are made as to what they might write. After the initial draft is finished,
their compositions are marked and returned ready for the rewrite the following week.

Week 1-2 A Birthday Wish This topic talks about your upcoming birthday and what you would wish for
and why. Would you like a new bike or a trip to the zoo? The writer must describing their wish and
explain their reasons behind this choice.

Week 3-4 An Outdoor Activity This topic talks about an outdoor activity that you always do with your
family. It could be hiking, fishing or camping and you need to describe who you go with, where you go
and explain why you like it.

Keynote Presentations

The Keynote activity involves a different topic where the students research and create an interesting
and informative presentation which involves questions or statements and information relating to the
topic. The students can supplement the information with pictures and graphics to make it visually
stimulating.

This concludes the monthly newsletter for October.

As always if you have anything you would like to discuss with me, please feel free to leave me a
message in the weekly communication books.

Until next time, see you soon.

Teacher Eamonn.
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Teacher Eamonn.



