Dinosaur Class Monthly Newsletter
December 2020

Hello Dinosaur Class Parents,

November has been heavily themed by the drama play, with plenty practice for remembering lines
in the correct order and also for dance move routines alongside singing. The students have all
enjoyed their parts and although the practice could at times feel intense and difficult, | believe
they all appreciated the hard work they did which paid off and was really fun to see come
together.

The behaviour in class has had substantial improvement since the start of the year, with students
following instruction relatively well. There are obvious expected moments where kids develop
their own chaos in class and at times they are allowed to indulge if appropriate, especially after
behaving well for long periods. And even more so when they settle down again quickly after being
told to. This has had a great effect on atmosphere in the classroom, allowing more time to interact
constructively and also allow everyone to participate equally.

Reading

We have only read one book this last month, but | have tried to encourage students to pick up
story books in between classes, which a lot of them do enjoy doing. Other reading relates mostly
to the drama play, but was then passed over to try encourage remembering the lines and not just
reading them.

| want the kids to enjoy reading as well, this is a rather important point to continuing with
improving their reading ability. Reading is a very enjoyable activity when ability matches the
difficulty level of the material. It is better to read easier books that entertain than really hard ones
that discourage and demotivate.

Can parents please continue to help kids with keeping up their reading outside of school, this
makes a big difference to their progress and will help them develop a comfortable routine with
picking up books.

Next month we will look at the usual routine of one book per week:

Week 1: So Many Houses

Week 2: Shadows



Week 3: Hot, Hot, Hot
Week 4: Is Anybody Home?
Week 5: Please Sit Still

Core Material

Having read stories relating to short vowels, and one more to do with short ‘i’, we will begin a new
story ‘A Pig for Cliff’ which focuses on the phonics for ‘I’-blends. ‘fI’, ‘sl’, ‘gl” etc. While phonics
class won’t be lining up with the same subject matter, this letter blending is a good introduction to
the students for what is to come after basic CVC short vowel rules, and we touch on long vowels in
between constantly to also keep their awareness switched on.

Phonics

Like | mentioned before, phonics will continue to focus on short vowel CVC rules, until we have
covered all five vowels. Although the speed at which we move through the rest of the vowels
should be double time, since they are familiar with the routine and the process to reach
understanding should be easier.

This coming month we will look into:

Week 1: Short ‘@’ reviews and word usage, as well sound in segments
Week 2: Short ‘i’ reviews and word usage, as well sound in segments
Week 3: Short ‘o’ straight into segmenting and word usage

Week 4: Short ‘u’ same as ‘o’

Workbook Jump

We will be playing a little bit of catch up with the schedule for this subject, but the concepts are
fairly easy, based on everyday conversation about colours and questions about what objects look
like. After we are confident that kids are familiar with this material then we will move onto
transportation with some new vocabulary and hopefully we will get some good spelling practice in
with these too.

Week 1: Questions with ‘is’ and ‘are’

Week 2: Revise and review

Week 3: Yes, it is.../No, it isn’t, Yes they are... / No, they aren’t...

Week 4: Transport, this/ that

MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module)

MPM will follow suit much the same as in previous months. We will do exercises that use pictures,
shapes and colours to coordinate and match appropriately to the activities in question. Ordinal
numbers are the first sets of material we cover, although this concept is quite familiar with the
kids already, matching animals to their number in accordance with their correct positions, much
like finding a seat in a cinema or on a train. Other concepts are repeats and practice of functions
and properties, also matching position and place of objects and characters as appropriate. By the
end of the month we will have covered simple counting again, related to numbers and images as
well as paths. Math really is more of a fun subject at this stage and learning through fun activities
sometimes feels more like play time than learning time, and | hope to maintain this atmosphere
for the subject while it lasts.

Thank you,
Teacher Justin
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Week 1: So Many Houses

Week 2: Shadows

Week 3: Hot, Hot, Hot

Week 4: |Is Anybody Home?
Week 5: Please Sit Still
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