
 

 

 

Dinosaur Class Monthly Newsletter  

February 2021 

 
Hello Dinosaur Class Parents,  
 
January seems to have flown by and the new year is well on its way now. We have finished our 
reading contest which all the kids did great in and I am so glad all of them managed to get on the 
stage and talk, this is a greater feat (accomplishment) than most people realise for kids this age (or 
any age actually). Progress with reading really shows much better off stage though where 
emphasis is on the book rather than performance in front of a crowd, in this case they all do much 
better. So please read with your kids at home to appreciate their improved skills in this way.  
Let’s see what February has in store for the kids.     
 
Reading 
January has been testing the kids patience, revising the same books over and over, but thankfully 
we can start on new stories once again. I hope that we can settle back into a routine for learning 
new vocabulary and reading more fluently from books that are not as familiar.  
During this month we will look at some interesting books to start, but with the new year in the 
middle, we also only have 3 weeks worth to cover.  
Just a gentle reminder to parents, can you please still read regularly with your kids at home, they 
should know how to read the stories, and with the cd and practice they’ve had it should be quick 
and easy, the revision at home will help to maintain consistency with their english practice. And 
for words that kids are struggling to remember I hope to remind them to sound the individual 
letters and build the words like we practice in phonics.  
These are what we can look forward to: 
Week 1: What’s the Weather? 
Week 2: Busy, Busy Night 
Week 3: Busy, Busy Night 
Week 4: Little Sister, Big Mess! 
 
Core Material 
As usual this material should line up nicely to compliment the phonics book and the Jump 
grammar material that we will cover over the coming month. Although we have covered the short 



 

 

vowel sounds, including ‘i’ and ‘o’ which are in this month's story, we will also be using the story to 
open up conversation as a group about the topic of playing and the various verbs related to 
actions used in these types of games. Letter blends still appear to be problematic for some 
students and we will continue to practice them often and build up an even bigger collection across 
the white board keeping the older ones yet still.  
  
Phonics 
I will reintroduce the short ‘u’ cvc word table in a type of revision, and also bring out the other 
vowels at random to recap and assess. But our main focus is now going to turn to the phonics 
book and then bring the exercises from the book out onto the board, reinforcing more verbal 
exercises rather than listening and writing exercises.     
Some students are in greater need to practice some of the more basic phonetic alphabet before 
moving onto bigger words and phonics rules like long vowels. I will ask Teacher Vivi to help 
present individual issues to you through daily and I through the weekly communications for these 
though.  
 
February will look a little like this: 
 Week 1: fill in the missing words 
Week 2: short vowel assessment, long ‘a’ ‘a_e’ 
Week 3: long ‘a’ ‘ai’ and ‘ay’ 
Week 4: word building and Long vs Short a practice 
 
Workbook Jump 
The kids still all need more practice with the conversation sentence structures taught in the Jump 
book. They are all very good with the vocabulary, and most can even spell the words accurately, 
but the correct usage of ‘this’ and ‘that’ needs some more time as well as answering in full 
sentences for ‘it/they’, ‘is/are’, ‘isn’t/aren’t’.  
Nouns, Verbs and Adjectives seem to be easy concepts for the kids to grasp, whenever we list or 
match words the kids really enjoy categorizing them. We will continue to breeze through these 
and then start making sentences as appropriate.    
This month looks a bit like this: 
Week 1: review (this/that, these/those, it’s/they’re) 
Week 2: in/ on/ under 
Week 3: Where is….? Where are.…? 
Week 4: New Vocabulary  
 
MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module) 
February brings the same store of interesting MPM classic activities and exercises using colors and 
shapes and animals. This month we will cover more basic concepts for counting and matching 
properties (shapes, colours and patterns) as well as path finding. 
I hope to increase awareness of how to write numbers more precisely.  
This month will look a little like this: 
Week 1: Counting objects ( cakes, lollies, donuts, coffees)  
Week 2: properties matching *(clothing patterns)  
Week 3: Pathfinding using key routes and pictures (buses and numbers, animals and foods,  
Week 4: Writing practice, motor skills with string and matching patterns 
 
Dinosaur class is functioning much better as a whole than it has in earlier stages. The kids are very 
aware of the difference between play and class, as well as how to act in public places. At times 



 

 

they need reminding when the influence of other kids in the school causes an atmosphere of 
chaos. Which creates great circumstances for learning how to teach other kids themselves to 
behave better. Polite behaviour is also working progress, although they respect adults, a lot of 
altercations among themselves still occur, in very self centered fashion. They are being shown that 
helping their friends is much nicer than racing to have the best item, be the first person or simply 
focus on their own activity without regard for being in the way of others. This requires a lot of 
reinforcement and reminding, they have all developed nicely to date and the concept of acting 
better than babies is very strongly understood. As always you are welcome to ask and comment 
anything to me or through Tr. Vivi.  
 
Thank you,  
Teacher Justin 
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