
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hippo Class Newsletter 

May 2021 

 

Dear parents,  

I hope everyone is safe and healthy, practicing social distancing, and staying home as much as 

possible. As the weather is getting warmer, please make sure students have extra shirts at school to 

change after outdoor play if needed. Also, keep sending masks with students. We are going to be 

practicing for our upcoming drama play centred around the ocean.  

Thank you, 

Tr. John 

 

Reading   

Reading class is something we take a lot of pride in here at Marshall and we always aim for our 

students to improve every year in their reading ability. This class is also great for building up their 

vocabulary which in turn benefits their conversation skills. I find this class feeds the student’s 

imagination, inspires children to read stories in their own time and by this year they will be able to 

write their own stories! As reading is a personal favourite past time for me, I take a lot of care 

bringing out the best possible results for the children in this subject and I hope you will all see a 

steady improvement in your child’s ability. 

Week 1- Old Mo  

Week 2- Prepare for Drama Play 

Week 3- Prepare for Drama Play  

Week 4- A Tooth is Loose 

 

Core Material  



This class is an all-encompassing lesson for the children’s reading, grammar and phonics skills. In 

these classes children are asked to recognize letters, practice phonetic sounds and beginning sight 

word through various stories and activities based on the stories.  

Week 1- Unit 8 Week 2 My USA (Letters & Z, Words: This/What)  

Week 2- Unit 8 Week 2 My USA (Letters & Z, Words: This/What)  

Week 3- Prepare for Drama Play 

Week 4- Unit 8 Week 3 Look To The Sky (Review Letters and Words)  

  

Math      

We are using the MPM books and boxes for our maths class. They really have a unique and interesting 

way of delivering common mathematical concepts to the children often by using animals, colours and 

objects that children associate with fun and games! This math class is very interactive and hands on. 

Week 1- Prepare for Drama Play 

Week 2- Prepare for Drama Play 

Week 3- Prepare for Drama Play 

Week 4- B4 pg. 1-5 Functions  

 

Conversation 

In this class we are using Oxford University Up & Away Book 1. This book will teach students the 

basics of conversation through colourful pictures and simple words. This book also has a friendly, 

colourful layout making it easy for the student’s understanding. 

Week 1 Prepare for Drama Play 

Week 2- Prepare for Drama Play 

Week 3- Prepare for Drama Play 

Week 4- Unit 28 Prepositions  

 

Phonics 

In our phonics class we are using the Sadlier Phonics Level K  book which is a great colourful book with 

an easy layout for the children to learn their alphabet sounds.. This class will give everyone a chance 

to learn the phonetic sounds at the same pace and to practice tracing letters.  

Week 1- Letter Q  and recognition  

Week 2- Letter V and recognition 

Week 3- Letter Y and recognition 

Week 4- Letter Z and recognition 

 

Gross/Fine Motor Skills  



In our gross/fine motor skills class students will learn to be hands on in the classroom. In this class we 

will be focused on shapes, colors, tracing. We will also be training our small and large muscles by a 

variety of class activities incorporating games and songs.  

Week 1- Alphabets 

Week 2- Alphabets 

Week 3- Alphabets  

Week 4- Alphabets 

 

Physical Education   

P.E. Class is a great chance for the children to let off steam and get the blood flowing.  It is very 

important for children to exercise for their physical and mental health but while we take this seriously 

we also have a lot of fun. Games range from racing; either by running, using the tricycles or cars, to 

chasing Frisbees, balloons, and racing.  

Week 1 Hula Hoops  

Week 2- Parachute Games  

Week 3- Golf  

Week 4- Running Races  

 

Thematic Activity  

Each month a different foreign teacher is assigned to plan and arrange activities of a given theme. 

This can be anything from small art projects, short field trips near the school or even a party in the 

classroom! The themes are often related to different festivals around the world so it really helps them 

to understand different cultures while having fun at the same time. 

Week 1- International Culture 

Week 2- International Culture  

Week 3- International Culture  

Week 4- International Culture  

 

Song and Dance  

This is a great opportunity for myself and the students to bond and enjoy some songs together. In 

addition to the scheduled songs I will be teaching the children further songs from the Disney 

catalogue, musicals or simply just any songs I find that are good for children! 

Week 1- Bus  

Week 2- Bus  

Week 3- Rain, Rain, Go Away  

Week 4- Rain, Rain Go Away  

 



Library/Story Time 

Each week the children and myself visit the library for story time and to exchange books. It’s lovely to 

see all of them listening to the stories and taking an interest! They really get involved with the stories 

and I believe it’s good for their listening, comprehension and their imagination! 
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