Hippo Class Newsletter
August 2021

Dear parents,

I'm delighted to welcome you back into our classroom; It's been a while, but we pulled
through. We are still readjusting to the learning environment; going over rules and
procedures, which has improved over time. There are a lot of new skills to be learned
this month, which is why it's crucial that we work together as a class to kickstart a great
school year. I'm also looking forward to meeting you all at the Parents and Teachers
Conference, hope to see you all there.

Keep reading to find out what we have in store to learn this month.

Thank you,

Teacher Alan.

Reading

In our class, we put a lot of emphasis on our reading skills. We believe it's an important
skill to develop early in order to develop other fundamental skills. This month we are
starting our reading with “My Mom.” This book is simple and relatable, which is great for
our class to get started and be interested in reading. At this young age, the more
interested kids get into the book, the more likely it is for them to improve while they
enjoy it.

Week 1: “What Lila Loves” and “My Mom”

Week 2: “Time for Bed”

Week 3: “Joshua James Loves Trucks”

Week 4: “Flying Butter”

Week 5: “Snow Joe”

Core Material



In this part of the class, we start with a topic, which we expand with new vocabulary and
knowledge that kids enjoy. We start by finding out what they already know about the
topic, followed by learning new vocabulary, and concludes with a reading activity that
does a great job at teaching kids more about the topic. The topic we are learning about
is called “Getting to Know Us” This unit talks about ourselves, like what we do at places
like school.

Week 1: Unit 1 Week 1: Workshop

Week 2: Unit 1 Week 1. Anthology

Week 3: Unit 1 Week 2: Workshop

Week 4: Unit 1 Week 2: Anthology

Week 5: Unit 1 Week 1&2: Review

Math

I’m encouraged to teach math with our material, MPM books and boxes. These are
great tools for kids to explore math as an interactive subject. We are introducing shapes
and colors to aid kids to relate to and understand how shapes work and look. We are
starting with square, circle, and heart; This will transition into counting.

Week 1: Teacher's Guide pgs. 1-2, A Trip of Discovery pgs. 1-2, workbook C1 pgs. 1-5
Week 2: Teacher's Guide pgs. 3-4, A Trip of Discovery (review), workbook C1 pgs. 6-10
Week 3: Teacher’s Guide pgs. 5-6, A Trip of Discovery pgs. 3-4, workbook C1 pgs. 11-
14

Week 4: Teacher's Guide pgs. 7-8, A Trip of Discovery pgs. (review), workbook C1 pgs.
15-19

Week 5: Teacher’s Guide pgs. 9-10, A Trip of Discovery pgs.5-6, workbook pgs. C2 1-5

Grammar

Our grammar section of the class is crucial to build proper sentences and vocabulary
from an early stage. It, not only, teaches them to think and speak in a correct manner;
but it also covers writing properly and with proper rules. This month, we are learning
about capitalization at the beginning of a sentence, punctuation, and noun quantifiers
(a/an+s/es).

Week 1: pages 6-7

Week 2: pages 8-9

Week 3: pages 10-11

Week 4: pages 12-13

Week 5: pages 14-15

Conversation
In the conversation part of the class, we encourage kids to express themselves with the
help of some basic sentences that are taught to the class. We mix this part of the class



with either a drawing we do in class or a topic related to the reading part of the week.
Conversations are a great way to help our kids speak more fluently while building their
confidence. For this month of August, we will talk about our family and what they do and
look like. Later on, we will cover topics, like, school activities, home activities, and
outdoor activities.

Week 1: My Family, “Mom and | ”. “My dad has

Week 2: School, “ At school, we

Week 3: Home, “In my home, there is/are

Week 4: Outdoor places, “I like to go to to
Week 5: Review.

Phonics

We are currently working on writing and pronouncing letters. This month we will focus
on writing neatly and working on our hand-eye coordination. Hand-eye coordination is
an underestimated aspect of a child’s growth and development, and it is something that
will show results down the road. During this month, we are specifically focusing on the
letters: f, m, s, t, h, b, |, d, c, n, g, and w. We will cover and review an average of three
sounds and letters a week.

Week 1: pg7-10

Week 2: pg 11-14

Week 3: pg 15-18

Week 4: pg 19-22

Week 5: pg 23-26

Handwriting

Our handwriting part of the class is quite new to kids, but we are working on the
repetition aspect of it to improve it. We will be tracing the alphabet, both upper and
lower case, in order to build muscle memory when writing these letters. This month we
are not quite focusing on the letters themselves, but rather the hand movement needed
to write these letters. For example, for the letter 'f', we are working on the line going
straight down, the horizontal line and the curved line at the top.

Week 1: tracing over page 6

Week 2: connecting lines page 7-8

Week 3: letter 'Ff'

Week 4: letter 'Ii’

Week 5: review

Physical Education
Physical education provides kids with the opportunity to discharge their excess energy,
improve motor skills and build social skills. Kids enjoy this time as it clears the mind



from the classroom activities we do the rest of the day, as well as allowing them to focus
better on other activities we do in the classroom later on. This month, we are doing
outdoor play due to the restrictions in place, but we will try to resume our old routine as
soon as time allows.

Thematic Activity

Each month a different foreign teacher is assigned to plan and arrange activities of a
chosen theme. This can be different things, from small art projects, short field trips near
the school, or a demonstration in the classroom! Due to the pandemic, we have been
working online and have just now resumed normal classes. Due to this situation, we will
use this time to review or catch up on different courses for this month. We will resume
thematic activities next month.

Song and Dance

Singing and dancing are great ways to settle down in the morning with a cheerful
activity; not only that, but it also serves as a fantastic way to develop other skills. These
other skills include memory, pronunciation, and many more. During the month of
August, we will be learning to sing and dance to two songs: “Say Hello” and “Down by
the River.”

Library/Storybook

A few times a week, the students choose a book from a selection hand-picked by me.
These books are read in a relaxed and stress-free environment where we all enjoy
listening to the teacher or others read out loud to others, this method encourages
students to be more curious about these books and to develop a passion for reading.

| hope you have enjoyed reading this newsletter, and feel encouraged by this month’s
plans. | am, also, looking forward to meeting all of you at the Teacher Parent
Conference.

| appreciate you taking your time to read this,
Teacher Alan.



Hippo Class Newsletter
September 2021

Dear parents,

I'm excited for the start of our second month of our K4 year. We will work on creating a
routine to improve our efficiency and conduct in the class. There are a lot of new skills
to be learned this month, and we feel confident that our goals will be achieved. I'm also
looking forward to seeing the development and growth of each one of the kids as
everyone has something to improve, as well as great potential to continue to grow.
Keep reading to find out what we have in store to learn this month.

Thank you,

Teacher Alan.

Reading

In our class, we put a lot of emphasis on our reading skills. We believe it's an important
skill to develop early in order to develop other fundamental skills. This month we are
starting with "Here Comes the Parade." This book is interesting and engaging for kids,
which is great for our class to get started and be interested in reading. At this young
age, the more interested kids get into the book, the more likely it is for them to improve
while they enjoy it.

Week 1: "Here Comes the Parade”

Week 2: “It's Circles Time! Shapes”

Week 3: (review)

Week 4: “Out the Door”

Core Material

In this part of the class, we start with a topic, which we expand with new vocabulary and
knowledge that kids enjoy. We start by finding out what they already know about the
topic, followed by learning new vocabulary, and conclude with a reading activity that



does a great job at teaching kids more about the topic. This month we will return to our
previous book, which we were unable to finish last school year. In the first unit, we will
cover the topic of "helping others," which we are delighted to recognize our students are
passionate about. Was for the second unit, unit 10, we will discover what and how we
care about different things.

Week 1: Unit 9 Helping Out

Week 2: Unit 9 Helping Out (continued)

Week 3: Unit 10 We Care

Week 4: Unit 10 We Care (continued)

Math

I’m encouraged to teach math with our material, MPM books and boxes. These are
great tools for kids to explore math as an interactive subject. This month, we are
expanding on the concept of number order and introducing the idea of comparing
greatness. We will do this with the use of objects' sizes and quantities as well.

Week 1: Teacher's Guide pgs. 11-12, A Trip of Discovery pgs. 5-6, workbook C2 pgs. 6-
10

Week 2: Teacher's Guide pgs. 13-14, A Trip of Discovery pgs. 7-8, workbook C2 pgs.
11-14

Week 3: review and catch up

Week 4: Teacher's Guide pgs. 15-16, A Trip of Discovery pgs. 7-8, workbook C2 pgs.
15-18

Grammar

Our grammar section of the class is crucial to build proper sentences and vocabulary
from an early stage. It, not only, teaches them to think and speak in a correct manner;
but it also covers writing properly and with proper rules. This month, we will start with a
continuation of quantifiers; followed by observation of situations and applying all we've
learned up until this point. I'm extremely optimistic about the results this will give.
Week 1: pages 16-17 + WB page 8

Week 2: pages 18-19 + WB page 9

Week 3: catch up and review

Week 4: pages 20-21 +WB page 10

Phonics

We are currently working on writing and pronouncing letters. This month we will focus
on writing neatly and working on our hand-eye coordination. Hand-eye coordination is
an underestimated aspect of a child’s growth and development, and it is something that
will show results down the road. During this month, we are specifically focusing on the



letters: p, k, J, q(u), v, y, z and x. We will cover and review an average of three sounds
and letters a week.

Week 1: pg. 27-30

Week 2: pg. 31-34

Week 3: pg 35-38

Week 4: review

Handwriting

Our handwriting part of the class is quite new to kids, but we are working on the
repetition aspect of it to improve it. We will continue to use tracing and repetition
techniques, in order to build muscle memory when writing these letters. This month we
will start focusing on the actual letters and the shapes they take, while keeping in mind
their position on the page. For example, for the letter 'f', we are working on the line
going straight down, the horizontal line and the curved line at the top. In addition, we will
focus on letters that go all the way up to the top line, and the ones that go below the
bottom line.

Physical Education

Physical education provides kids with the opportunity to discharge their excess energy,
improve motor skills and build social skills. Kids enjoy this time as it clears the mind
from the classroom activities we do the rest of the day, as well as allowing them to focus
better on other activities we do in the classroom later on. This month, we are resuming
our original activities as much as restrictions allow.

Thematic Activity

Each month a different foreign teacher is assigned to plan and arrange activities of a
chosen theme. This can be different things, from small art projects, short field trips near
the school, or a demonstration in the classroom! Due to the pandemic, we have been
working online and have just now resumed normal classes. Due to this situation, we will
use this time to review or catch up on different courses for this month. We will resume
thematic activities next month.

Song and Dance

Singing and dancing are great ways to settle down in the morning with a cheerful
activity; not only that, but it also serves as a fantastic way to develop other skills. These
other skills include memory, pronunciation, and many more. During the month of
August, we will continue to rehearse a class favorite, "Down by the River," followed by
"Hickory, Dickory Dock" and we will end the month with the classic, "Hokey Pokey."



Library/Storybook

A few times a week, the students choose a book from a selection hand-picked by me.
These books are read in a relaxed and stress-free environment where we all enjoy
listening to the teacher or others read out loud to others, this method encourages
students to be more curious about these books and to develop a passion for reading.

| hope you have enjoyed reading this newsletter, and feel encouraged by this month’s
plans. | am also looking forward to updating you with your respective children's
progress.

| hope you found this newsletter informative,
Teacher Alan.
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Week 1: “What Lila Loves” and “My Mom”
Week 2: “Time for Bed”

Week 3: “Joshua James Loves Trucks”
Week 4: “Flying Butter”

Week 5: “Snow Joe”
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Week 1: Unit 1 Week 1: Workshop
Week 2: Unit 1 Week 1: Anthology
Week 3: Unit 1 Week 2: Workshop
Week 4: Unit 1 Week 2: Anthology
Week 5: Unit 1 Week 1&2: Review
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Week 1: Teacher's Guide pgs. 1-2, A Trip of Discovery pgs. 1-2, workbook C1 pgs. 1-5

Week 2: Teacher’s Guide pgs. 3-4, A Trip of Discovery (review), workbook C1 pgs. 6-10
Week 3: Teacher’s Guide pgs. 5-6, A Trip of Discovery pgs. 3-4, workbook C1 pgs. 11-

14

Week 4: Teacher's Guide pgs. 7-8, A Trip of Discovery pgs. (review), workbook C1 pgs.
15-19

Week 5: Teacher's Guide pgs. 9-10, A Trip of Discovery pgs.5-6, workbook pgs. C2 1-5
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Week 1: pages 6-7
Week 2: pages 8-9
Week 3: pages 10-11
Week 4: pages 12-13
Week 5: pages 14-15
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Week 1: My Family, “Mom and | ". “My dad has
Week 2: School, “ At school, we

Week 3: Home, “In my home, there is/are )

Week 4: Outdoor places, ‘I like to go to to

Week 5: Review.
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Week 1: pg7-10

Week 2: pg 11-14
Week 3: pg 15-18
Week 4: pg 19-22
Week 5: pg 23-26
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Week 1: tracing over page 6
Week 2: connecting lines page 7-8
Week 3: letter 'Ff'

Week 4: letter 'li'

Week 5: review
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Teacher Alan.
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Week 1: "Here Comes the Parade”
Week 2: “It's Circles Time! Shapes”
Week 3: (review)

Week 4: “Out the Door”
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Week 1: Unit 9 Helping Out

Week 2: Unit 9 Helping Out (continued)
Week 3: Unit 10 We Care

Week 4: Unit 10 We Care (continued)
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Week 1: Teacher's Guide pgs. 11-12, A Trip of Discovery pgs. 5-6, workbook C2 pgs. 6-
10

Week 2: Teacher's Guide pgs. 13-14, A Trip of Discovery pgs. 7-8, workbook C2 pgs.
11-14

Week 3: review and catch up

Week 4: Teacher's Guide pgs. 15-16, A Trip of Discovery pgs. 7-8, workbook C2 pgs.
15-18

Grammar EFE
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Week 1: pages 16-17 + WB page 8
Week 2: pages 18-19 + WB page 9
Week 3: catch up and review

Week 4: pages 20-21 +WB page 10
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Week 1: pg. 27-30



Week 2: pg. 31-34
Week 3: pg 35-38
Week 4: review

Handwriting 88 &K
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Teacher Alan.



