Grade 3&4 Rabbit Class Newsletter
November 2021

Welcome to the new Rabbit Class ESL Grade 3 and 4 monthly newsletter for November.

The students are now familiar with the new timetable which is proving to be much better in
terms of hours, workflow, and ease. For November we have a new topic for our Google Slides
of ‘Superstitions’ which coincides well with the cultures and traditions themes in our workshop
reading.

In addition to the newly added Q&A in reading class, we also have the students reading the
material online from the McGraw website — we kindly ask that if students can bring
headphones to school for week 1 & 2 so that they can hear and understand better through
their Ipads. And as always please ensure ipads are fully charged in readiness for class.

Core Material — Reading

We continue with the new timetable, reading the workshop book every day in the first week of
the rotating timetable. For weeks 2 & 3 this has changed to utilize more time on our other
subjects. Reading continues to be a crucial aspect to learning a language and we take
reading very seriously. Students have proven to work well when reading out loud together and
following along nicely. When it comes to each student reading individually this is where we
test their ability and assist where required. Reading loudly is encouraged so that to boost
confidence and prepare for future classes.

Each story is relevant to the vocabulary learned that week, with new and interesting words for
the students to learn. We encourage questions throughout and after reading, with student
participation being rewarded and enthused.

We begin November reading a biography book about inventions. Solving problems, finding
solutions, investigating, examining and experimentation are all of the sorts of words and
themes that the students will be familiar with and will be extremely useful in their everyday
and school life.

Week 4 & 5 Unit 1 Workshop

Week 4 has a change from the cultures/traditions theme of last month, with a topic and story
on ‘Inventions’ the first story a biography gene titled ‘Inventions’ and about Mary Anderson’s
great achievements. The second story of this month will be back to familiar territory of



cultures and traditions with a folktale story about working together, learning new things and
overcoming problems.

The anthology class has been replaced with stories on the Marshall McGraw website that the
student’s will be reading individually, with Q&A at the end. We kindly ask that students bring
headphones for this class as the noise levels can be loud otherwise. This is another great
opportunity for the students to test their comprehension and reading level, while answering
guestions in front of the class to improve conversation and confidence skills.

Grammar

We continue grammar on the second week, with the grammar test held on that Friday. We
cover again the story and vocabulary words so that the students are familiar and ready for the
test. Grammar lessons usually involve a discussion about the task, accompanied by some
examples. Students complete the task and help and feedback is given.

The tasks vary in length. Most lessons comprise of the students completing a page in their
text books. Once they have completed the task they can move on to the next page.

For week 3 and 4 the students will be differentiating between fragment sentences and
complete subjects. Students are to identify the subject of the sentence to determine If the
sentence is complete, and continue learning and understanding what/who the subject is in
each sentence. Week 3 is focusing again on the subjects, with some compound subjects also.
Week 4 will be the introduction of the predicate. Subjects tell what or whom the sentence is
about. A predicate tells what a subject is or does.

In addition to learning about the rules of sentences with subjects and predicates, much of the
grammar class time is also spent on proofreading texts, students creating their own
sentences and related worksheets for the student to test their ability and revise.

Google Slides

The students are getting more and more familiar with Google Slides and always excited to be
using their ipads for this one. Our first month was a good test of what to come, and for the
students who did present, they enjoyed it very much.

With Halloween just finished, a fitting subject for November we have the topic of ‘Superstition’
where the students will researching, learning and understanding a variety of superstitions held
around the world. Some unique superstitions apply to individual countries, whereas global
superstitions can be found everywhere. The students will choose a handful of their favorites
and report on what the superstitions are, and what to be aware of.

This concludes the monthly newsletter for November.

Please feel free to ask should you have anything you would like to discuss with me, and
please feel free to leave me a message in the weekly communication books. We would like
the students to remember to charge Ipad’s before class, and to also bring headphones if
applicable, for the online reading class.

Thank you for reading,

Tr Tom.
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