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Dear Parents,

Welcome to the Marshall ESL program. The Marshall ESL program continues our school’s
education philosophy, Reading is the Way to Grow, from our kindergarten curriculum. The
McGraw Hill Reading wonders series will enhance us to reach the goal throughout the
following years.

Reading

During the reading section hours, every four weeks, we will go through a thematic topic by
3~5 reading stories. All reading stories will lead kids to learn the same new key
vocabularies but in different reading comprehension depth. The very rich resources from
the McGraw library bring kids to a wider view regarding the theme. Kids enjoy the learning
very much.

December

Story 1: From Puppy to Guide Dog

Story 2: Koko and Penny

Story 3: Saving Mountain Gorillas

Story 4: Teach a Dog!

Presentation

From this semester, we will adopt the Google’s Slide application to produce a presentation.
It will take weeks for kids and teacher to get familiar with this application. We are not eager
to have a perfect presentation as it takes time as a nature for kids to learn to present their
own ideas, also to write on a computer or iPad is new to them too. This presentation skills
will grow with their maturity, also their English level. We have a bright expectation on it.
The topic for December is Pet.

Composition



Composition class is a great opportunity for the children to put to use what they have learnt
in other classes such as grammar and reading. Each writing task will take usually four
weeks and is broken down into a brainstorming session each week followed by one
paragraph. This helps the students break their writing down to manageable smaller tasks
that accumulate over the weeks to create a final well-structured composition. As we do not
expect the level of our grade one writers to be too high in the beginning, we will assist them
with paragraph templates with missing words and sentences for the first two or three
months. After this period the children will eventually become accustomed to structuring their
own ideas with a beginning, middle and an end. Their best stories are then chosen for them
to memorise and recite in the end of term speech contest.

December 6th — December 10th: Expository writing (3): Weekend activities

December 13th — December 17th: Expository writing (3): Weekend activities

December 20th — December 24th: Expository writing (3): Weekend activities

December 27th — December 30th: Expository writing (3): Prepare for Speech Contest

Grammar

During the grammar section hours, we will let kids do some practice that are not only
grammar related, but also in phonics, spelling, and comprehension. Some interactive
games on computer will also help kids learn grammar in a very natural way.
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