K5 Dinosaur Class Newsletter
January 2022

Hello Dinosaur Class Parents,

Christmas has now passed and we are into the new year, even though we will have
Chinese New Year to look forward to. Which will work out to be a whole week off. We have
been doing a lot more practice for entrance exams, the conversation questions and
answers are at the forefront of the exercises. Since reading and writing are rather strong
points for the kids. Of course we will still continue practicing all the necessary bookwork,
worksheets and homework.

Reading

The kids are able to read the little readers properly more or less after the first time we go
through it together, this subject really has just taken on a life of its own and taken off at
some speed too. | am very proud of the level they have reached and they can recognise
words easily and their phonetic strategy to work out newer words is also great. | believe
their reading contest should reveal well enough how good they are, as long as they can
handle their nerves on stage.

These are what we can look forward to this month:

Week 1: Prepare for reading contest

Week 2: Tyrannosaurus Rex

Week 3: Back-to-school Safety

Week 4: Lost and Found (By Elizabeth)

Phonics

We covered a great deal of newer phonics concepts the last month, and we will continue
to revise all of them as we move forward. The hard and soft ‘c’ and ‘g’ and the letter blends
both initial and final do seem to be understood easily enough though that we won't need to
place much focus on revising these.

January will look a little like this:

Week 1: Pg 94, 97, 98 (Fill in missing words, writing, letter blends)

Week 2: Pg 103, 106 (Syllables)

Week 3: Pg 107 - 110 (Compound words, ‘y’ as vowel)

Week 4: Pg 111 - 114 (‘le’ ending words, reviews)

Grammar - Space
The routine for the Grammar Space workbooks and homework is practically set in stone
and kids anticipate the work and fly through it with ease. When they are paying attention,



the concepts after drilling are just about cemented to memory and they can replicate the
material in class and then again for homework with consistent accuracy.
This month looks a bit like this:

Week 1: pg 70 - 73 (Present continuous)

Week 2: pg 74 - 77 (Present continuous: Negative)

Week 3: pg 78 - 81 (Present continuous: Questions)

Week 4: pg 82 - 85 (Test worksheets and assessments)

Workbook (homework):

Week 1: pg 35,36

Week 2: pg 37,38

Week 3: pg 39,40

Week 4: pg 41,42

Write Now - Writing book

The workbook for this subject has continued to be challenging from the writing side of
things. Kids have still been struggling a little with fitting words in on the lines provided and
often end up writing too big without the line guides they are used to writing with. The
progress in this regard continues, but remains quite slow. | feel that fitting the words neatly
into unreasonably small spaces is not fair to enforce on kids whose writing is only in the
early stages of development. So my focus remains on the creative writing and sentence
construction as well as spelling.

Week 1: pg 44-45 (Correcting mistakes in sentences, write a letter)

Week 2: pg 46-47 (Write about a picture-‘My Family Likes Playing’)

Week 3: pg 48-49 (Present continuous - Be V-ing)

Week 4: pg 50-51 (Fill in the missing words, use picture to find A’s)

MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module)

The MPM books and boxes allow for a much more interactive learning experience. The
kids really enjoy this subject because more often than not, it feels like playing. The
concepts cover a wide range of problem-solving topics and not just mathematical.

In January we will look into subtraction through spatial correspondence concepts, or using
visual aids to understand the idea behind taking away to make less, so we'll be counting a
lot and writing numbers more often along with matching and line drawing as well.

This month will look a little like this:

Week 1: E5 pg 6-10 (Subtraction, counting objects, color by number)

Week 2: Prepare for reading contest

Week 3: E5 pg 11 -14 (Line matching, writing numbers)

Week 4: E5 pg 15 -18 (More than and less than)

Conclusion

January as every other month in the year will present its own interesting and entertaining
themes, events and activities. The kids have plenty to do to keep busy, and a lot of things
to look forward to as well. This month also marks the halfway point to the K5 year and
graduation will soon be a big focus and moving onto bigger things outside of kindergarten.
We hope that during these last few months and the final push to get kids ready for
Elementary school, they will all learn a lot, stay focused and not lose heart or motivation,
and most importantly | hope they can all still be full of energy and excitement while
enjoying their time in the dinosaur class with me and Tr. Vivi.

Thank you,
Teacher Justin
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