) N\\J

L'M
K3 Unicorn Class Newsletter
January 2022

Dear parents,

We are just thrilled with the way December went and all the efforts the children put into the
Christmas show. | am amazed at how many students are showing a natural affinity for being
on stage. Each show is not only a fun experience but it raises the levels of confidence in our
students. In terms of the scholastic aspect, students are recognizing most letters of the
alphabet now and are beginning to recognize those sounds in the words that we are learning.
This shows a thrilling improvement in their vocabulary since the start of the year.

This month we have all the excitement of the reading competition! We will be working hard
towards making sure we can read all of the books we’ve been working with so far this year. |
have a lot of confidence in our class and I’'m sure they will do well!

Reading

Reading class is something we all make a real effort with here at Marshall and we always aim
by the end of the first year and certainly at the end of the second year to have a class of
independent readers with a full grasp of phonics and the pronunciation of words. This class is
really import for the building of vocabulary. This of course also has the added benefit of
helping them with their conversational skills. | really enjoy this aspect of teaching as I find this
feeds the student’s imagination. Reading is one of the best joys you can teach someone as it
opens worlds to them and means they will always have a pastime wherever they may go. We
hope you will all see a steady improvement in the students’ abilities.

-Jan 03: Reading competition preparation.

-Jan 10: Where Do Insects Live?

-Jan 17: The Haircut

-Jan 24: Boots

Phonics class

In our phonics class we are using the Sadlier Phonics book which is a great colourful book
with an easy layout for the Class. The letters we learn are in the order of the most used letters
to help the students when it comes to reading. This is a great starting point for the students as
they improve their reading and pronunciation.

-Jan 03: P79,80.

-Jan 10: 82.83

-Jan 17: 85.86

-Jan 24: 87.88



Conversation class

This year we're using the Oxford Up and Away Book 1 and | personally love the oxford books
as they have proved in my experience to give a solid foundation for grammar and gets the
students into the habit of forming good sentences. They help the students to learn common
guestions which require a certain type of reply e.g. ‘Canyou ___ ?’, ‘Yes | can/No | can’t’ or
‘Doyou like 7’ “Yes | do/No | don’t’. We use these patterns of conversation in role play
games and other repetitive games to make learning fun for the class.

-Jan 03: Review

-Jan 10: Preparation for reading contest

-Jan 17: Unit 16

-Jan 24: Unit 17

Core material

This class is far reaching and integrates well with the stories and phonics that we are
learning. In these classes children are asked to not only read the stories but to also
understand sequence and theme. We practice vowel sounds and use a selection of keywords
for sentence making and grammar. | am thrilled about the books and the students’ progress
with them!

-Jan 3: Unit 4

-Jan 10: Unit 4

-Jan 17: Unit 4

-Jan 24: Unit 4

MPM (Math) class

| am quite happy with how the class is performing in math. The MPM books and boxes are
exciting for the students and they really get excited for MPM class. They relate common
mathematical concepts to the children by using animals, colours and objects. The children
really get a lot from have objects they can hold and manipulate. This month we’ll be focusing

-Jan 3: A5: 6-10

-Jan 10: Preparation for Reading Contest
-Jan 17: A5: P11-14

-Jan 24: A5: P15-18

Gross/Fine Motor Skills

We are using the | know letters book along with the other activities we do in class to help
develop the motor skills and muscles to be able to do more. We will also being learning to use
scissors this month.

-Jan 3: P 7 and scissor practise

-Jan 10: P 8 and scissor practise

-Jan 17: P 9 and clay manipulation

-Jan 24: p 10 and kinetic sand

Songs and movement

We really enjoy starting each morning with a happy class who loves to sing. We all find the
dances silly and fun in the best sort of way for young learners. It puts us all in a good mood
for the rest of the day. The class keeps singing the songs we learn all through the day.
-Jan 3: High Five



-Jan 10: High Five
-Jan 17: Listen and Move
-Jan 24: Listen and Move
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