Unicorn Newsletter
February and March 2022

Dear parents,

Welcome back. After a well deserved few days off its time to come back and continue our
journey in English. I'm thrilled with how well the class performed with the reading
competition. Everyone did very well. We have quite a bit to cover in the next two months.
We’ll be doing a dental and eye check up in February. And in March we have both the
Parent Teacher Interviews as well as Sports Day! So much to do! It will be an exciting and
fun time for the children and a small break from the performances we’'ve been doing so
regularly. By now the class is only speaking in English, which while sometimes difficult for
the students is really important. We want the children to be surrounded in English while
they are in school as this helps them to think in English. Within the curriculum we will
continue to build on the basics we learned in the first semester and really work towards the
children reading and speaking comfortably and with confidence.

Reading

Over the next two months we will really be encouraging the class to begin to speak and
ask questions in full sentences. Reading class this semester will really focus on more
complete sentences as well as new vocabulary. | know Unicorn class can read most of the
books we have been learning but the goal is for them to be able to begin to read without
any assistance. | believe this is a goal that is achievable this semester with some effort on
our parts. This is an aspect of teaching at this level that | really enjoy so much! As a
teacher you can really see the students progress each month and its such a wonderful
warm feeling to know what we’re teaching here is so effective.

-Feb 7: Beautiful Bugs

-Feb 14: 1 Do Not Want To

-Feb 21: Lara Ladybug

-March 1: Bubble Trouble

-March 7: Bears, Bears, Everywhere

-March 14: | Like Shoes

-March 21: Work and Play

-March 28: | Am the Artist

Phonics class:

We are making good progress in our phonics class. We are continuing with the Sadlier
Phonics book which is a great colourful book with an easy layout for the Class. We do a lot
of games and word drills in class to help reinforce the phonic sounds of each letter as well
as help us remember all of the new vocabulary we learn each week.

-Feb 7: P91 (High Frequency words)



-Feb 14: P92,93

-Feb 21: P94,97,98 (l,d,c,n,g,w)
-March 1: P104,105 (Pp)
-March 7: P106, 107 (Rr)
-March 14: P108,109 (Rr)
-March 21: P110,111 (Rr)
-March 28: P112,113 (Kk)

Conversation class:

We will be continuing this next year to use the Oxford Up and Away Book 1. It is a great
foundation that really helps introduce new ideas and sentence patterns into our daily work.
It uses a lot of the types of dialogue that you might use in everyday life such as, “Who are
you?” as well as the ability to speak about oneself. We also use flash cards and
conversational roleplay to help students be more confident speaking.

-Feb 7: Unit 18

-Feb 14: Unit 19

-Feb 21: Unit 20

-March 1: Unit 21

-March 7: Review

-March 14: Unit 22

-March 21: Unit 23

-March 28: Unit 24

Core material:

In this class we introduce the McGraw Hill reading system which Marshall uses all the way
through the elementary classes here at the school. It is the same series of books that |
taught with as a primary school teacher in Canada and | think they are a wonderful series
of books filled with stories, phonics, and even science. They are a wonderful well-rounded
approach to learning and | am pleased to be working with them again.

-Feb 7: Unit 5

-Feb 14: Unit 5

-Feb 21: Unit 5

-March 1: Unit 5

-March 7: Unit 6

-March 14: Unit 6

-March 21: Unit 6

-March 28: Unit 6

MPM (Math) class:

The children really get a great deal of entertainment from our classes in MPM as well
learning the basics of mathematical concepts that they will be able to use in more
advanced ways later. They really have a unique and interesting way of delivering common
mathematical concepts to the children often by using animals, colours and objects that
children associate with fun and games! This month we will focus on...

-Feb 7: B1:P01-05

-Feb 14: B1:06-10

-Feb 21: B1:11-14

-March 1: B1:15-18

-March 7: B2:01-05

-March 14: B2:06-10

-March 21: B2:11-14

-March 28: B2:P15-18



Gross/Fine Motor Skills:

In class we are still using clay and sand to help strengthen hand muscles as well as using
an alphabet and shape book with a number of puzzles and other games inside to help the
students continue to improve their abilities with both hands and fingers. We’'ll also spend
more time practicing with scissors.

-Feb 7: L

-Feb 14: M

-Feb 21: N

-March 1: O

-March 7: P

-March 14: Q

-March 21: review

-March 28: R

Songs and movement:

Unicorn class really enjoys our morning starts of songs and new dances. Quite a few of
the students really enjoy singing and dancing and it really starts everyone off in a good
mood.

-Feb 7: I'm a Little Teapot

-Feb 14: I'm a Little Teapot

-Feb 21: I'm a Little Teapot

-March 1: The Ants Go Marching

-March 7: The Ants Go Marching

-March 14: Jack and Jill

-March 21: Jack and Jill

-March 28: This little light of mine
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