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Dinosaur Class Newsletter
December 2022

Hello Dinosaur Class Parents,

Christmas is without a doubt the highlight of the coming month and followed shortly after
by new years celebrations. The Christmas decorations are starting to go up and we are
introducing a wide range of songs to get everyone into the festive spirit and build a merry
atmosphere.

As | mentioned in previous newsletter, the decorations and themed singing, dressing up
and crafting wil keep the little hands and the minds busy, plus the exposure in English
during all of this is also a great opportunity for them to pick the language and be able to
discuss things that they are interested in or have fun doing.

Reading

The reading books are as simple as they can be with pictures and books. The pictures
allow for good conversation and link understanding with the vocabulary in the books. Most
will highlight key words which are often just nouns in the early stages. So they will learn
English for a lot of everyday items they already know in Chinese. That they already know
what the pictures are makes them more excited to recognise and share their knowledge
too.

The reviews we did last month turned out to be a great success and the kids remembered
quite a lot of the vocabulary and sentences from the books. Mostly through recognising the
pictures and not the words of course.

Now we move onto books that have more changes to the sentence structures per page
and remembering the sentences will be a little harder, also our focus is shifting from
remembering what to say when we see a certain picture, to finding the words that start
with certain sounds, hopefully this practice with easy words will spark off the beginning of
proper reading progress.

We also have a reading competition, which is more like a chance to read on a stage than it
is actually competitive. But that is in January, but of course we will begin reviews for the
relevant books in December as well.

We have 4 new books to read this month and scheduled as follows:
Week 1: Too Many Cats

Week 2: | am Lost!

Week 3: | Love Colors

Week 4: Prepare for reading contest



Core Material

The Core Material Books are the McGraw Hill Reading Wonders Grade K books, they
have a series of stories in them that are themed and have exercises and activities or
discussions for the topics discussed. Usually the vocabulary falls in line with other subjects
too and makes for good cross reference practice.

We will continue with Unit 2 and the stories that relate to the use of ‘we like...” and ‘| like...’
the last of the stories in this unit are more review use of all the phrases we’ve seen in the
Wonders series so far. Then we move onto the beginning of unit 3.

Phonics

The Sadlier Phonics book Level K has a consistent theme with sound groups using similar
vocabulary for the sounds of specific letters. The theme of seeing the sounds of letters in
the beginning and ends of words continues for several months now and we also stay with
single letter sounds. These are all still very difficult for the kids as letter recognition is still
very new, so while | don’t focus on perfecting their responses to the activities in this book
yet, | am providing the kids exposure to how we make marks and answers according to
teachers instruction, just so that they become familiar with class time book work and the
process of practicing with teachers supervision. As letter recognition progresses we
practice finding sounds in words we know from pictures that kids can say what they are.
Like which word has ‘c’ or sound of ‘c’ and there will be a frog and an elephant and a cat,
to which most kids can now point out that cat starts with that sound.

November:

Week 1: pg 74, 75,76 (‘C), - a, like, to, go, do)

Week 2: pg 77, 78, 79 ( ‘d’, - you, be, to, and)

Week 3: pg 80, 82, 83 ( ‘n’ - you, be, to, and)

Week 4: pg 84, 85 ( ‘n’ - you, be, to, and)

MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module)

The MPM books and boxes allow for a much more interactive learning experience. The
kids really enjoy this subject because more often than not, it feels like playing. Which also
means a lot more inclination to get distracted with all the goodies in the box, so we
practice a fair amount of stricter discipline with what to use and when.

As with some of the other subjects we will be doing some drama practice during this period
but will catch up and stay on top of the schedule.

November :

Week 1: ( A4: pg 13-18) - ( Properties - matching corresponding colors and shapes)
Week 2: ( A5: pg 01-06) - ( Path Finding - matching properties)

Week 3: ( A5: pg 07-12) - ( Counting objects - writing numbers)

Week 4: Prepare for Reading Contest

Conversation - Up and Away

We have moved onto some more daily conversation sentence structures, including
greetings and classroom questions, like “Good morning, How are you?” and, “Can | use
the bathroom?”. These are all mostly well practiced already, but the correct grammar is
being reinforced as well now. Other topics are instructions given by teachers, like “please
sit down”, also well practiced already, but just reinforced with new images and interesting
flashcard style units.

Conclusion



As always if you have any concerns or suggestions please don’t hesitate to let me or
Teacher Annie know, we also have daily communication books through teacher Annie and
you are welcome to write in my weekly English communication as well. Thank you for
taking the time to read the monthly newsletter. | hope that everyone enjoys the festive
season and has a Happy New Year.

Regards,
Teacher Justin
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