Monkey Class Newsletter
August/September 2023

Dear Parents,

It's a new semester for the Monkey Class, and welcome to K4! As you can imagine there
will be some significant changes this year. Firstly, we will be introducing a grammar class
with new textbook. They will also officially begin to learn how to spell and recognize new
words every week. We will continue to progress with a new reading book every week, and
the core materials text will be increasingly more difficult. MPM will continue our math
concepts where we left off in K3. Phonics will still be a key component for them with our
Sadlier text. Finally, we will have them work on writing smaller and neater within smaller
lines and in full words and sentences.

Song and Dance

Fresh semester, fresh songs! The first two weeks of August we’ll work with ‘Say Hello’,
then rounding out the end of the month will be ‘Down by the River’ and ‘Hickory Duck’ into
September. Then ‘Hokey Pokey’ and a classic ‘Itsy Bitsy Spider’ to finish September off!
Aug Week 1: Say Hello

Aug Week 2: Say Hello

Aug Week 3: Down by the River

Aug Week 4: Down by the River

Aug Week 5: Hickory Dickory Duck

Sep Week 1: Hickory Dickory Duck

Sep Week 2: Hokey Pokey

Sep Week 3: Hokey Pokey

Sep Week 4: Itsy Bitsy Spider

Reading

The Monkey class loves their reading, and of course we have a whole new set of books
this semester for them to dive in! August and September will be Biscuit’s adventures. We'll
follow the little puppy around and read about his daily life and interactions. Suffice to say,
there’s a lot of ‘woof woof’ in the books!

Aug Week 1: Biscuit’s Day at the Farm

Aug Week 2: Too Many Dogs



Aug Week 3: Sleepy Dog, Wake Up!
Aug Week 4: Dragon Egg

Aug Week 5: Biscuit

Sep Week 1: Biscuit and the Baby
Sep Week 2: Biscuit Finds a Friend
Sep Week 3: Biscuit and the Little Pup
Sep Week 4: Biscuit Wants to Play

Core Material

The Wonders series of textbooks will continue to guide us for core material class. We will
have two Wonders books, Workshop and Anthology. The Workshop book will be guiding
us in August and we will begin with the Anthology books into September.

Aug Week 1: Workshop Unit 1 Week 1

Aug Week 2: Workshop Unit 1 Week 1

Aug Week 3: Workshop Unit 1 Week 1

Aug Week 4: Workshop Unit 1 Week 1

Aug Week 5: Anthology Unit 1 Week 1

Sep Week 1: Anthology Unit 1 Week 1

Sep Week 2: Anthology Unit 1 Week 1

Sep Week 3: Anthology Unit 1 Week 1

Sep Week 4: Workshop Unit 1 Week 2

Phonics

Our phonics in K4 will continue with the Sadlier line of textbooks. In August we will focus
on working with letters f,m,s,t, and h sounds. The end of the month will see us learning
l,d,k,c, and n sounds. September we’ll head over to g,w,n sounds and work on r,k.j, qu,
and v to round off the end of the month.

Aug Week 1: initial f, m, s

Aug Week 2: final f, m, s /initial t, h

Aug Week 3: final b, assessment

Aug Week 4: initial I, d

Aug Week 5: initial k, ¢, n / final I, d

Sep Week 1: initial g, w / final n, g

Sep Week 2: assessment / initial p

Sep Week 3: initial r, k / final p, r, k

Sep Week 4: initial j, qu, v

Grammar

We will be introducing a grammar class in K4 and be using the Grammar Space textbook.
This slot will be replacing our conversation class that we did in K3. Many new concepts will
be introduced to them in August and September. When to use ‘a’ and ‘an in front of words
will be taught, as well as simple sentences they’re used in. Simple word and picture
recognition will be found in the text, ex: match a picture of a car with the word ‘things’, and
match a picture of a girl with the word ‘people’. We will also be learning how to make a



word plural by adding ‘s’ and words that require ‘es’ to make it plural, as well as if a word
needs to be pluralized or not.
Aug Week 1: Text 6-7

Aug Week 2: Text 8-9

Aug Week 3: Text 10-11

Aug Week 4: Text 12-13

Aug Week 5: Text 14-15

Sep Week 1: Text 16-17

Sep Week 2: Text 18-19

Sep Week 3: Text 20-21

Sep Week 4: Text 22-23

MPM Math

The Monkeys will now switch to the blue MPM texts in K4. We will continue along to work
on pattern recognition, shape identification, and simple numbers with the books. Slightly
more difficult logistical problems will also be introduced. | will also continue to work on
simple addition with them, and begin to start not using fingers to add up single digit
numbers to build upon the text material.

Aug Week 1: Workbook C1 1-4

Aug Week 2: Workbook C1 5-8

Aug Week 3: Workbook C1 9-12

Aug Week 4: Workbook C1 13-16

Aug Week 5: Workbook C1 17-18, C2 1-2

Sep Week 1: Workbook C2 3-6

Sep Week 2: Workbook C2 7-10

Sep Week 3: Workbook C2 11-14

Sep Week 4: Workbook C2 15-18

That’s what the Monkeys will be working on the first two months of K4. There are definitely
some ‘jumps’ in the work. The first month will be slightly difficult for some of them -
especially with the new grammar work, and writing. But | am sure they will all adjust fine by
September!

Regards,
Teacher Peter
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