Dinosaur Class Newsletter
August/September 2023

Hello Dinosaur Class Parents,

With K3 over and at the beginning of K4, we are about to see a lot of changes, as the
syllabus gets ramped up with extra academic material to expose kids to all aspects of
communicating in English. As well, we will start to see some big steps in progress, as
students begin to write letters more neatly and can start spelling words and reading more
accurately with a much bigger knowledge of sight words and vocabulary and also starting
to talk more in English. The focus remains on allowing the kids to enjoy their language
learning experience and not to forcefully cram them full of knowledge. So we will try our
best to have fun and play in relevant ways that work in tandem with the material from all
the books and classroom exercises. A very large role in students’ progress here, and this
can’t be emphasized enough, is how much parents dedicate extra practice at home, even
if it's just reading and revising the older little readers, everyday, for the shortest 5 to 10 min
at the very least, then this will make the world of a difference.

Reading

As | have already shared in the weekly communications about the readers, there is quite a
big leap in difficulty compared to the K3 book selection. But this is not to raise concern,
only to be aware that while it seems like there is little progress, in actual fact students are
able or should be able to read their older reader with more proficiency as they currently
struggle with harder books with longer sentences and bigger words. Staying ahead of
students' progress leaves more room for further progress and keeps them thinking and
guessing and learning. Here is the schedule for the next couple months:

August:

Week 1: Biscuit’s Day at the Farm
Week 2: Too Many Dogs

Week 3: Sleepy Dog, Wake Up!
Week 4: Dragon Egg

Week 5: Biscuit

September:

Week 1: Biscuit and the Baby
Week 2: Biscuit Finds a Friend
Week 3: Biscuit and the Little Pup
Week 4: Biscuit Wants to Play



Core Material

The Core Material Books are the McGraw Hill Reading Wonders books, there are 2 of
them that we will be working through, the workshop and Anthology. Workshop has writing
elements, but we won’t be using these as they are a level above what the students are
capable of, but the reading and themes provide great material to discuss in class for
conversation practice.

Phonics
The first units emphasize on short vowels and later on work blends and other phonics
rules.

August:

Week 1: Pg 7, 8,9
Week 2: Pg 10, 11, 12
Week 3: Pg 13, 14, 15
Week 4: Pg 16,17, 18
Week 5: Pg 19, 20, 21

September:

Week 1: Pg 22, 23, 24
Week 2: Pg 25, 26, 27
Week 3: Pg 28, 29, 30
Week 4: Pg 31, 32, 33

MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module)

The MPM books and boxes allow for a much more interactive learning experience. The
kids really enjoy this subject because more often than not, it feels like playing. Which also
means a lot more inclination to get distracted with all the goodies in the box, and now that
they are more familiar with the process of using only what the lessons ask for, they seem
to be more disciplined with what to use and when. | still always change up which colors
need to be used, to test their listening and understanding skills, this also teaches them to
be patient and follow instructions more carefully.

August:

Week 1: C1: PO1-04

Week 2: C1: P05-08

Week 3: C1: P08-12

Week 4: C1: P12-16

Week 5: C1: P17-18 / C2: P01-02

September:

Week 1: C2: P0O3-06
Week 2: C2: P07-10
Week 3: C2: P11-14
Week 4: C2: P15-18

Grammar - Space

This book is a new addition to the kids usual routine of books we work through. And the
level is quite a fair bit more difficult too. Some exercises require more writing that is
beyond their current abilities, so we will bypass them temporarily and return to complete



them when kids reach the appropriate level to complete them with more constructive
efficiency. The Grammar book covers a wide range of grammar concepts including
capitalisation and singular nouns starting with vowels, pluralisation and some exceptions
to the rules.

August: Workbook
Week 1: P 6-7 P3

Week 2: P 8-9 P4

Week 3: P 10-11 P5

Week 4: P 12-13 P6

Week 5: P 14-15 P7
September: Workbook
Week 1: P 16-17 P8

Week 2: P 18-19 P9

Week 3: P 20-21 P10
Week 4: P 22-23 P11
Conclusion

K4 will be a huge stepping stone for the kids into their English learning futures. They will
be progressing faster and faster as the year goes by. K3 has been mostly adapting to
school life and being away from parents Monday to Friday. Now they have all become
familiar with classroom routines, they will be able to focus on learning more, conversation
abilities will start to expand beyond simple requests and they should start to enjoy sharing
more about their worlds outside of school as well. Reading remains the main focus on how
to get kids to improve their English, and as always, | encourage parents to continue
practicing/ revising the old readers with the kids at home. If you have any questions or
concerns, you are always welcome to share in the weekly communication as well as with
Teacher Iris, and we will help the best we can.

Regards,
Teacher Justin
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Week 1: Biscuit’s Day at the Farm

Week 2: Too Many Dogs

Week 3: Sleepy Dog, Wake Up!

Week 4: Dragon Egg

Week 5: Biscuit
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Week 1: Biscuit and the Baby

Week 2: Biscuit Finds a Friend

Week 3: Biscuit and the Little Pup

Week 4: Biscuit Wants to Play
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Week 1: Pg 7, 8,9
Week 2: Pg 10, 11,12
Week 3: Pg 13, 14,15
Week 4: Pg 16,17, 18
Week 5: Pg 19, 20, 21
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Week 1: Pg 22, 23, 24
Week 2: Pg 25, 26, 27
Week 3: Pg 28, 29, 30
Week 4: Pg 31, 32, 33

MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module)
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Week 1: C1: PO1-04
Week 2: C1: P05-08
Week 3: C1: P08-12
Week 4: C1: P12-16
Week 5: C1: P17-18 / C2: P01-02
9H:

Week 1: C2: P03-06
Week 2: C2: P07-10
Week 3: C2: P11-14
Week 4: C2: P15-18
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Workbook

Week 1: P 6-7

Week 2: P 8-9

Week 3: P 10-11

Week 4: P 12-13

Week 5: P 14-15

9H:

Week 1: P 16-17

Week 2: P 18-19

Week 3: P 20-21

Week 4: P 22-23

Conclusion
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Regards,
Teacher Justin



