Whale Class Newsletter

August/September 2023
Hello Parents,

It's the beginning of the new semester and we have some new books. In addition to the
grammar book there is now a writing book (Write Now) and the school is assigning the kids
2 pieces of homework a week. One is phonics and the other is reading comprehension.
These worksheets seem relatively simple so | will still give the class some homework on
Fridays.

The reading books are now more difficult and take more time for the kids to read. | think
the class will cope with the new books very well as they worked hard last semester and
already did a lot for phonics. They also have good handwriting so | think they will cope with
the writing tasks quite well.

Core Material

This month’s key words are again, help, new, there and use. The phonics is short e
words, which the class are quite familiar with. The workshop story is Good Job Ben,
which is about different jobs that people do. The anthology story is The Red Hat, which is
about firefighters.

AUGUST (WORKSHOP)

Week 1: Good Job Ben.

Week 2: Good Job Ben.

Week 3: Good Job Ben.

Week 4: Good Job Ben.

Week 5: The Red Hat

SEPTEMBER (ANTHOLOGY)

Week 1: The Red Hat

Week 2: The Red Hat

Week 3: The Red Hat

Week 4: The Red Hat

Conversation/Grammar (Grammar Space)

The grammar book is quite complex and the first two months focus on quite difficult to
remember grammatical rules. It's good for the kids to have some practice with it and they
will remember the rules, but it's not something they can use correctly at their age.
(Although the class are doing well with plurals, particularly when reading the stories.)
AUGUST

Week 1: Vowels and capital letters

Week 2: Capital letters and punctuation

Week 3: al/an

Week 4: alan

Week 5: Plural nouns
SEPTEMBER
Week 1: Questions + plural/singular (Is he...?, Are they...?)

Week 2: is/are + plurals



Week 3: is/are + plurals
Week 4: Subject verb agreement (I read/she reads)

Phonics

This year’s phonics book is very similar to last semester’s book. Spelling of short words
and review of different consonant blends and spelling rules. For August we will be
looking at short vowels. The class find this kind of work pretty easy, the words they need to
spell are the same as last semester’s and most of them are only 3 or 4 letter words. For
this reason we will have time to practice some of the more complex things they learned in
K4. In September we will be going back to long vowels. We will do this a bit more
slowly as the kids need to review the different ways of making long vowel sounds. From
October we will start to look at new concepts.

AUGUST

Week 1: Short a

Week 2: Short e

Week 3: Short i

Week 4: Short o

Week 5: Short u + Review of short vowels

SEPTEMBER

Week 1: Long a

Week 2: Long e

Week 3: Longi

Week 4: Long o

Write Now

This is a new book for the kids, they have to answer question and write their own
sentences. At the end of each unit they need to write a short essay (3 to 5 sentences).
This part is quite difficult, especially at the beginning of K5 I will put an example on the
whiteboard, with gaps for the students to write their own ideas. | think the class will do a
good job with the book as they are already good at writing and understand that they need
to leave spaces between words and use periods.

AUGUST: My Family and Friends

Week 1: Family members vocab + Sentences about your friends and family
Week 2: Answering personal questions

Week 3: Describing your friends

Week 4: Write a short essay about one of your friends

Week 5: Review
SEPTEMBER: My Crazy Sandwich

Week 1: Food vocab + Fill in the gaps exercise
Week 2: Grammar | have + a/an

Week 3: Write about a sandwich — a/an/plurals/some
Week 4: Review and write about a crazy sandwich
Story Books

We have a new set of story books. A lot of the books this semester are “Little Critter”
books. You'll see that there is quite a big jump in the length and complexity of the books
they are now reading. There are more difficult words to read and longer sentences.
However, the class should still do well with the books.

We also do some simple Q&A with the stories, the class are quite enthusiastic about trying
to answer questions and they are have lots to say about the stories. This semester’s
books are a bit more complicated, but still quite similar to last semester. There is a wider



variety of vocabulary and the sentence patterns are more varied, so it can be harder for
the kids to remember all of the sentences.

AUGUST

Week 1: A Pig, a Fox and a Box.

Week 2: A Pig, a Fox and some Stinky Socks.

Week 3: City, Farm and Sea

Week 4: Farm Animals
Week 5: | Just Forgot
SEPTEMBER

Week 1: Just a Little Love

Week 2: Just a Special Day
Week 3: Just a Teacher’s Pet
Week 4: Just Me and My Dad

Math

MPM is very similar to last semester, with the same kind of tasks. The are also addition
and subtraction books which the class do when we have extra time. The kids will have
more time to practice number writing and there are also line drawing tasks like mazes. The
class found this idea quite hard to understand and not all of the students understood that
they had to follow the walls of the maze. This should be one thing they find easier this
semester.

AUGUST

Week 1: Functions, counting

Week 2: Counting, mazes

Week 3: Mazes

Week 4: Comparatives — more than, less than

Week 5: Comparatives, properties (Matching shapes and colors)
SEPTEMBER

Week 1: Counting

Week 2: Counting, writing numbers

Week 3: Spatial Correspondence

Week 4: Sticker Book

Spelling

Spelling is obviously the same. The spelling lists tend to follow the phonics book now, but
also include some high-frequency words so the kids will have more chance to remember
what they have learned.

Physical Education

We have PE on Thursday afternoons. At the moment we are just doing simple activities
like foot or tricycle races because the kids can understand the idea easily. This semester
we can try relay races where the kids pass batons to each other and race in teams.

Song and Dance

The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around
and have some fun before we start our first class. | also like to have them practice
between classes or at the end of the day sometimes so that the students have the
opportunity to move around and have some fun rather than sit for extended periods of
time.

AUGUST

Week 1: | Have a Car

Week 2: | Have a Car



Week 3: Lion Sleeps Tonight
Week 4: Lion Sleeps Tonight
Week 5: Riding on a Train

SEPTEMBER

Week 1: Riding on a Train
Week 2: | Can See Clearly Now
Week 3: | Can See Clearly Now
Week 4: | Can See Clearly Now

See you next time!
Teacher Kevin
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HAFTFRA !

Teacher Kevin



