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Hello Parents,

This month we have the reading contest, which will be held on Thursday the 9th of
January for the K3 classes. The classes have had several weeks to practice the books
and for the first semester the book for the reading contest will be be pre-selected so the
students really only have to learn one book. However, we will practice the books as a
group as well as individually. The class are good readers and they have learnt many of the
high-frequency words that are used in the stories so | think they will do a good job on
stage.

The first week of January is only 2 days long so you will see that there only 3 weeks on
this newsletter.

Reading Wonders (Core Material)

We are moving onto book 3, and it is very similar to the last book in terms of reading level
and key words. A typical sentence is “Tim can see the bird tap.” This book introduces short
i words like Tim, tip and and sit, we will also review the short a words, which continue to
be part of the sentences. (tap, pat, etc.)

Sounds around us introduces the word “hear” and this is pretty easy to explain and
practice by playing different sounds to the class and asking them to say “I can hear a...”
The second chapter for the month is Places We Go, which is about the city. It has lots of
interesting pictures like a market, a taxi and a bus and it should allow lots of opportunity
for the students to talk about where they go.

January

Week 1: Reading contest preparation
Week 2: Sounds Around Us

Week 3: Places We Go

Conversation/Grammar (Grammar Space)

This month we will be continuing to look at plural and singular nouns and subject verb
agreement. This takes quite a long time for students to remember and really start to use
but it is good for them to have some understanding of it. | do try and correct them as much
as possible when they are using English in the classroom.

January
Week 1: Reading contest preparation
Week 2: It is/They are

Week 3: You are/We are



Phonics

For Phonics, the class will be practising matching the sounds of different letters to pictures
that start with those sounds. This lesson is also an opportunity for the class to learn new
vocabulary from the pictures. The class are doing a good job on phonics with many
students being able to figure out the starting sounds of words quite well. For this semester
the kids are writing with crayons so their work in quite messy but it is improving.

They will also be practicing tracing and writing different letters. We will start with crayons
because they are easier to use and when the class have learned to hold them correctly,
we can move on to using pencils. It will take a while before the class are able to write
neatly. Generally, children who like to draw and color improve much more quickly,- its a
good way to strengthen children’s hands without giving them complicated or boring work.

Most of this month is a unit review. It will cover everything they have looked at so far. The
final week will cover words beginning with P.

January
Week 1: Starting sounds -1, d, ¢, n, g, w
Week 2: Starting sounds -1, d, ¢, n, g, w

Week 3: The Letter P

Fine Motor Skills

This class uses two worksheets which let the students practice holding crayons and
pencils and drawing the outlines of numbers and letters. They are also a nice way to
reinforce vocabulary for colors and shapes and develop number and letter recognition.
For this class we are doing some letter and shape tracing exercises but | am also having
them do some number tracing and counting exercises as well.

Story Books

Since this is the first semester the class will be reading very simple books with only a
limited number of words and lots of repetition of sentence patterns. | hope parents can
encourage their children to look at the English books at home. The more they see English
words, the easier it will be to recognize and read words. The students will not learn to
read this semester, they will really only be able to memorise the sentences and learn to
associate them with the pictures. This is fine, the reading class is still very valuable in
terms of expanding vocabulary and developing pronunciation. They will learn to
recognise a lot of items like dogs, cats, apples, and practice saying complete sentences in
English. The class have been doing a good job with reading class, most students can
recognise the high frequency words like can, go, to, like, etc they have been learning and
this allows them to read at least some sentences by themselves.

January

Week 1: Reading contest preparation
Week 2: Gus Grows a Plant

Week 3: | love School

Math

In the first month of MPM we will be practicing shapes and colors and drawing lines and
shapes. As well as completing the exercises in the book, this is a good opportunity to
give the students lots of chances to repeat the names of the colors and shapes and try to
identify them from memory. This semesters Big Book is called Show and Tell. As well
as being a math book it also provides some opportunities for free talk and learning about
new things, shopping and everyday items, in this case. This month we are finishing book
5 with counting to 5 and then with describing positions - Inside and Outside / On and
Under. It’s not really math but it is a good sentence pattern for the kids to practice.

January

Week 1: Reading contest preparation

Week 2: Counting

Week 3: Inside and Outside / On and Under



Thematic Activity

Thematic classes are arts and crafts lessons. They might be coloring or making things
with clay. For the K3 classes the thematics will be kept quite simple and are another
opportunity for the kids to improve their hand to eye coordination. January’s theme will
be Chinese New Year

Physical Education

We currently have PE on Tuesday afternoons. At the moment we are just doing simple
activities like foot or car races because the kids can understand the idea easily. Next
semester we can try relay races where the kids pass batons to each other and race in
teams.

Song and Dance

The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around
and have some fun before we start our first class. | also like to have them practice
between classes or at the end of the day sometimes so that the students have the
opportunity to move around and have some fun rather than sit for extended periods of
time.

January

Week 1: Old McDonald Had a Farm
Week 2: Old McDonald Had a Farm
Week 3: High Five

See you next time!
Teacher Kevin
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Week 1: Reading contest preparation
Week 2: Sounds Around Us

Week 3: Places We Go
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Week 2: It is/They are

Week 3: You are/We are
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Week 3: The Letter P

Fine Motor Skills
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Week 3: | love School
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January

Week 1: Reading contest preparation

Week 2: Counting

Week 3: Inside and Outside / On and Under
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January

Week 1: Old McDonald Had a Farm

Week 2: Old McDonald Had a Farm
Week 3: High Five

See you next time!
Teacher Kevin



