Dinosaur Class Newsletter
February/ March 2025

Hello Dinosaur Class Parents,

Chinese New Years will have been a fun filled experience for all the kids, I'm sure they will
have a lot to share when they return. And this will also mark the final semester at Marshall
for the Dinosaur Class students. But we have a lot to do before we get to graduation,
including another drama play, reading competition, field trip and the usual holidays and
festivals. We will also be working through the variety of subjects, expanding on the
concepts already learnt while only throwing in a couple new ones. Let’s see what we will
be doing for each of the subjects over the next couple months.

Reading

After the reading competition and the intensive few weeks practicing reading over and
over, | noticed that a lot of students are advancing in their abilities at a much faster rate.
Seems a little like the light bulbs are on and the gears are working at full speed. Sticky
more difficult words the kids can work out using the phonics they’ve learnt and their
vocabulary bank is getting ever bigger and bigger

The February schedule is as follows:
Week 1: How to Go Hiking

Week 2: Pete the Cat: Pete at the Beach
Week 3: The Pizza that We Made

Week 4: The Garden that We Grew

The March schedule is as follows:
Week 1: Pup-Pup-Puppies

Week 2: My New Boy

Week 3: Barn Storm

Week 4: Smarty Sara

Week 5: Catch - up & Review

Phonics

Phonics is really one of the most important classes/ subjects which helps kids with
pronunciation, spelling and word recognition. The rules are being understood so well at
this stage that kids are using them for spelling and for reading and can use them in real



time and often times, without having to think too hard, like the easier long vowel and short
vowel rules.

The February schedule is as follows:

Week 1: P107, 108 ( compound words)

Week 2: P109, 110 (y as avowel)

Week 3: P111, 112, 113, 114 ( words ending in le / reviews)
Week 4: P115, 116, 117 ( silent letters / initial digraphs)

The March schedule is as follows:

Week 1: P118, 119, 120, 121 ( final digraphs)

Week 2: P123, 124, 125 ( spelling and writing /digraph review)
Week 3: P126, 127, 128, 129 ( r-controlled vowels )

Week 4: P130, 131, 132, 133 ( spelling and writing )

Week 5: P135, 136, 138, 139 ( review)

MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module)

MPM has a lot of logic and problem solving elements to the exercises, and the kids
thoroughly understand how the activities work, so often times they are inclined to try rush
ahead, and to counteract this we have a ‘go’ rule and for a specified colour which is
always unpredictable so they have to wait and listen to the instructions to get it right, they
also get points for their teams for completing on time and accurately. The problems don’t
get much more difficult than the level it has reached at the moment, and we tend to whizz
through the exercises.

The February schedule is as follows:
Week 1: F1: P01-04
Week 2: F1: P05-08
Week 3: F1: P09-12
Week 4: F1: P13-18

The March schedule is as follows:
Week 1: F2: P01-06

Week 2: F2: P07-12

Week 3: F2: P13-18

Week 4: F3: P01-06

Week 5: Catch up and review

Grammar - Space

The pages in the main book relate to the homework, and even use the same example
sentences and pictures. The homework should always be fairly simple though and no
stress to complete accurately, as | do go over the pages with kids individually to fix any
shortfalls. But. Sometimes the grammar is very difficult for the little ones and they struggle,
getting words confused or not understanding the questions or the way the questions are
being asked. We will continue to persist with all the rules we have covered and | will
continue to try do as much extra review and practice until they understand them all well
enough. The schedule moves slowly through the rest of the book, so we should get plenty
enough review time at least.

The February schedule is as follows:



Workbook Homework

Week 1: P06 - 07 P03

Week 2: P08 - 09 P04
Week 3: P10 - 13 P05 - 06
Week 4: P14 - 17 P07 - 08
The March schedule is as follows:
Workbook Homework
Week 1: P18 - 21 P09 - 10
Week 2: P22 - 25 P11 -12
Week 3: P26 - 29 P13 -14
Week 4: P30 - 33 P15-16

Week 5: Catch up and review

Spelling

The spelling is a great way for kids to feel good about doing something well. On test day
they get to show off their skills in a proper test environment where they are unable to copy
from anyone, so it is a true reflection of their abilities to remember, and the added
incentives to win lots of points for each correct word, gets them motivated.

The February schedule is as follows:

Week 1: clock, rock, lake, make, late, gate, wait, today, away, play, they, think
Week 2: story, will, still, until, best, past, must, last, wish, dash, them, there

Week 3: just, rest, fast, last, trash, truck, grass, school, today, crocodile, under, why
Week 4: alarm, number, people, long, all, tell, show, know, point, little, face, hand

The March schedule is as follows:

Week 1: together, water, garden, seed, green, fine, five, shine, vine, time, like, bite
Week 2: drop, spot, drip, pick, plan, plant, thank, while, pile, vegetable, grom, pretty
Week 3: grab, stuck, must, best, ask, size, tie, vine, line, fine, prize, wise

Week 4: life, inside, time, root, food, look, tomato, flow, grow, fruit, down, from
Week 5: Catch up and review

Writing

The abilities of the kids continues to evolve as they continue to repetitively write sentences
everyday. They are still doing the daily writing sheet which is a page or two from the little
reader and helps with word recognition when reading, and also the writing book which
follows the same topic sequences of incorporating different kinds of creative writing and
some specific grammar rules. They have been doing fairly well at understanding the
instruction, but still lack the ability to read instruction and execute an accurate response,
SO guidance is very much needed, and in some instances, they need to copy to be
anything productive. It is still kindergarten so expecting shakespeare is a bit ambitious, but
| hope they will be able to share their personal experiences in writing soon.

The February schedule is as follows:
Week 1: P46-47

Week 2: P48-49

Week 3: 50-51

Week 4: 52-53



The March schedule is as follows:
Week 1: 54-55

Week 2: 56-57

Week 3: 58-59

Week 4: 60-61

Week 5: Catch up and review

Conclusion

As usual | hope the update leaves parents feeling confident about all the students' current
progress and their future potential as well.

Teacher Iris and | are always open to suggestions though and willing to help with any
questions or concerns, so please don’t hesitate to ask. Thank you for taking the time to
read the January/ February Newsletter.

Regards,
Teacher Justin
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