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Hello Parents,

It’s April and that means it is time for the school field trip, which will be to Green World this
year. There are a lot of different animals for the kids to see so we will be reviewing some
of them and also some related vocabulary like feathers and beak, since there are a lot of
different birds there. In addition, there will also be a trip to Wenxin Park for Children’s
Day. You will also see that we will start rehersing the school play at the end of the month.

Reading Wonders (Core Material)

For Reading Wonders' class we are reading one chapter a week and each chapter
contains a single sentence pattern for the kids to learn. This month we are starting Book
7. The stories all focus on animals and add short U words to the existing reading words —
cub, run, fun, tug and pup, for example. The class have made good progress with
sounding out words and around half the class can do this reliably.

The stories also use different combinations of the high frequency words — | can see, we
can see, we like to see, its good that they keep reviewing these words.

The stories in these books will help to develop the kids reading so if you want to practice
with your child at home, | would recommend the Reading Wonders books.

Week 1: Baby Animals

Week 2: Pet Pals

Week 3: Animal Habitats

Week 4: Prepare for school play

Conversation

The conversation class actually uses a grammar book with a limited amount of vocabulary
words for the kids to learn, so | will probably add my own topics or vocabulary to these
units so the kids can learn some extra words and cover important things like colors. April
only has 2 weeks of converstaion class, which focus on adjectives like big, small, fast,
slow, etc. This is one of the more useful chapters of the book and there are lots of
opportunities for the kids to use these words.

Week 1: Unit 26 — Adjectives

Week 2: Unit 27 — My/Your + adjectives

Week 3: Prepare for School Play

Week 4: Prepare for School Play

Phonics



For Phonics, the class will be practising matching the sounds of different letters to pictures
that start with those sounds. This lesson is also an opportunity for the class to learn new
vocabulary from the pictures. The class are doing a good job on phonics with many
students being able to figure out the starting sounds of words quite well. For this
semester the kids are writing with crayons so their work in quite messy but it is improving.

We have finished the letters of the alphabet so we will be reviewing things we have
already covered, particularly vowel sounds, which are obviously very important.
Week 1: Short A vowel review

Week 2: letter i

Week 3: Short i vowel review

Week 4: Prepare for School Play

Fine Motor Skills/Handwriting

For this class there is now only one book, which is a handwriting book. It’s relatively
small so | will be supplementing this with extra worksheets. We are still using crayons, so
its a bit difficult for the kids to write neatly. We will switch to pencils next semester. At the
moment | am focusing on making sure the kids hold the crayons correctly and write from
the top to the bottom and left to right.

Story Books

Since this is the first semester the class will be reading very simple books with only a
limited number of words and lots of repetition of sentence patterns. | hope parents can
encourage their children to look at the English books at home. The more they see English
words, the easier it will be to recognize and read words. The students will not learn to
read this semester, they will really only be able to memorise the sentences and learn to
associate them with the pictures. This is fine, the reading class is still very valuable in
terms of expanding vocabulary and developing pronunciation. They will learn to
recognise a lot of items like dogs, cats, apples, and practice saying complete sentences in
English. The class have been doing a good job with reading class, most students can
recognise the high frequency words like can, go, to, like, etc they have been learning and
this allows them to read at least some sentences by themselves. | usually start each
reading class with 5 to 10 minutes of review of the 3 letter words in the story and also
some of the high frequency words to help the kids read sentences by themselves.

Week 1: Jack and Jill and Big Dog Bill

Week 2: Max Finds an Egg

Week 3: Max has a Fish

Week 4: Prepare for School Play

Math

In the first month of MPM we will be practicing shapes and colors and drawing lines and
shapes. As well as completing the exercises in the book, this is a good opportunity to
give the students lots of chances to repeat the names of the colors and shapes and try to
identify them from memory. This semesters Big Book is called Show and Tell. As well
as being a math book it also provides some opportunities for free talk and learning about
new things, shopping and everyday items, in this case. This month we are starting book
3. The first week covers counting, and we then move on to spatial description — which is
inside/outside. This subject allows a lot of extra speaking practice in addition to the book
work.

Week 1: Counting



Week 2: Spatial Description
Week 3: Prepare for School Play
Week 4: Prepare for School Play

Thematic Activity

Thematic classes are arts and crafts lessons. They might be coloring or making things
with clay. For the K3 classes the thematics will be kept quite simple and are another
opportunity for the kids to improve their hand to eye coordination. April’s theme will be
Easter and Spring

Physical Education

We currently have PE on Tuesday afternoons. At the moment we are just doing simple
activities like foot or car races because the kids can understand the idea easily. Next
semester we can try relay races where the kids pass batons to each other and race in
teams.

Song and Dance

The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around
and have some fun before we start our first class. | also like to have them practice
between classes or at the end of the day sometimes so that the students have the
opportunity to move around and have some fun rather than sit for extended periods of
time.

Week 1: Rain, Rain Go Away

Week 2: This is the way

Week 3: This is the way

Week 4: Listen and Move

See you next time!
Teacher Kevin
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Reading Wonders (Core Material)
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Week 1: Baby Animals

Week 2: Pet Pals

Week 3: Animal Habitats

Week 4: Prepare for school play

Conversation
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Week 1: Unit 26 — Adjectives

Week 2: Unit 27 — My/Your + adjectives

Week 3: Prepare for School Play

Week 4: Prepare for School Play

Phonics
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Week 1: Short A vowel review
Week 2: letter i

Week 3: Short i vowel review

Week 4: Prepare for School Play

Fine Motor Skills/Handwriting
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Story Books
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Week 1: Jack and Jill and Big Dog Bill

Week 2: Max Finds an Egg

Week 3: Max has a Fish

Week 4: Prepare for School Play

Math
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Week 1: Counting

Week 2: Spatial Description

Week 3: Prepare for School Play

Week 4: Prepare for School Play

Thematic Activity
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Physical Education
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Song and Dance
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Week 1: Rain, Rain Go Away

Week 2: This is the way

Week 3: This is the way

Week 4: Listen and Move
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Teacher Kevin



