Whale Class Newsletter
December 2025

Dear Whale parents,

As we move into December, we’re fully entering the Christmas season, and the students
are already very excited for all the upcoming festivities! Toward the end of the month, we’ll
begin focusing more on preparing for the reading contest, but for now, we’ll continue with
our regular class schedule and daily learning routines.

Reading

I’'ve been closely observing students during reading time, encouraging everyone to track
the words with their finger. This month, we’ll incorporate more independent reading to help
ensure all students continue progressing confidently at their own pace. We’'ll also be
exploring stories about everyone’s favourite dog—Biscuit! The students are already
excited to dive in.

Week 1 — “Biscuit’s Big Friend”

Week 2 — “Look! | can read!”

Week 3 — “Bathtime for Biscuit”

Week 4 — “Scat Cats!”

Week 4 — “Prepare for Reading Contest”

Core Material

We will continue working in our core material book this week. Our focus will be on the new
text, A Surprise in the City, before we shift our attention to the upcoming reading contest.
Week 1 — P78-80 Unit 1 Week 2 — Anchor Text: Go, Pip!

Week 2 — P81-83 Unit 1 Week 2 — Paired Selection: A Surprise in the City

Week 3 — P81-83 Unit 1 Week 2 — Paired Selection: A Surprise in the City

Week 4 — Prepare for Reading Contest

Week 5 — Prepare for Reading Contest

Phonics

We will continue working through our phonics book this week, with a focus on words
containing the short i sound (such as sit, pin, and wig). The students have been moving
quickly through the material and are demonstrating a strong understanding of the
concepts.

Week 1 — P63, 64, 65 — short vowel a in sentences / short vowel a in context

Week 2 — P67, 68, 69 — short vowel a assessment / short vowel i

Week 3 — P71, 72, 73 — blending with short vowel i

Week 4 — P74, 75, 76 — short vowel i rhymes

Week 5 — P77, 78, 81 — writing short vowel i / short vowel i in sentences



MPM Math

MPM has been going very smoothly over the past month. The students truly enjoy this
time and become very animated and engaged during the activities. I've adjusted our
schedule so that MPM is the first class after nap time, as it helps the students wake up,
refocus, and start the afternoon with energy and enthusiasm.

Week 1 — C4: P05-08 / Trip to Discovery P07-08

Week 2 — C4: P09-012 / Trip to Discovery P07-08

Week 3 — C4: P13-16 / Trip to Discovery P07-08

Week 4 — Prepare for Reading Contest

Week 5 — Prepare for Reading Contest

Grammar

At the beginning of the school year, students found this book more challenging, and we
often worked through it quite slowly. However, as their writing skills and confidence have
grown, this class has become much smoother and more enjoyable. The students are now
actively participating without hesitation, which is wonderful to see.

Week 1 — P32-33 Workbook 16

Week 2 — P34-35 Workbook 17

Week 3 — P36-37 Workbook 18

Week 4 — Prepare for Reading Contest

Week 5 — Prepare for Reading Contest

Writing

| have seen tremendous improvement in the students’ writing since we began four months
ago. I’'m very proud of the progress they’ve made, and | continue to encourage plenty of
writing during class to help them keep developing their skills.

Week 1 — P50-52

Week 2 — P53-55

Week 3 — P56, 58

Week 4 — P59

Week 5 — Prepare for Reading Contest

Song and Dance

This month, our Song and Dance time will focus on Christmas songs as the days grow
shorter and we move closer to the holiday season. The students have already been
practicing these songs in music class, and I'll be spending additional time reviewing them
in our classroom as we prepare for the upcoming Christmas show.

Thematic Activity

This month’s thematic activities will be all about Christmas! We have lots of fun seasonal
crafts and projects planned, and | hope the students are as excited as we are to dive into
the holiday spirit together.

Thank you for reading and take care,

Best wishes,
Tr. Anthony
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Thank you for reading and take care,
Best wishes,
Tr. Anthony



