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Hello Parents,

It's April and the class have had a good semester so far. They are doing a great job with
their writing and spelling and can read the story books well. We are also starting to
rehearse for the school play in the third and fourth weeks. This month’s special event is the
field trip, we are going to JoJo Zoo. We have talked a bit about some of the different
animals that the kids will see there and hopefully they will remember all of them.

Reading Wonders (Core Material)

For Reading Wonders we are using the larger of the 2 books and looking at a short poem
about being alone and being with friends. There’s not too much do for this part of the book
as its only 2 pages, so | will probably give the kids some additional work like reading
comprehension and we can spend a bit more time on spelling.

Week 1: There are Days and there are days
Week 2: There are Days and there are days
Week 3: Prepare for school play
Week 4: Prepare for school play

Conversation/Grammar (Grammar Space)

This month’s grammar classes continues to look at subject verb agreement. We are now
looking at questions and when to use do and does. The class have done a good job with
this work even though its not very easy for kids this age to remember and grasp these kind
of rules. Most students are able to pick the right words when we do work on the
whiteboard and can complete the textbook quite accurately.

Week 1: Do you/Does he like?

Week 2: Do you/Does he like?

Week 3: Review/assessment
Week 4: Review/assessment
Phonics

Most of this month is review pages which cover things the class have looked at already.
Some sentences with missing words the class need to fill out, some spelling exercises
which focus on making sure the kids can tell the different vowel sounds correctly. In the



third week we will start a new unit. We will be looking at long vowels with silent e. We did
this for a little while in K3 and | have tried to review and reinforce it over time so the class
are quite familiar with it already.

Week 1: Assessment — fill in missing words, spelling review
Week 2: Review — writing common words, fill in missing words
Week 3: Review + long vowels

Week 4: Prepare for school play

Spelling Class

The spelling words this month match the phonics book. The spelling lists are now longer
than they were and contain more complex words. | will still give the class some sentence
making work as well and | hope that by the end of this semester that most of the class

will
be able to look at a picture and come up with their own individual sentence.
Week 1: pool, school, chart, art, track, snack, try, play deip, skip
Week 2: teach, read, class, five, time, write, shake, wave, after, hand
Week 3: there, are, many, more, with, only, rock, quick, make, game
Week 4: Prepare for school play
Writing Book

The class have a new book, which contains very short (4 page) stories with fairly simple
ideas. After reading the story the class need to complete some simple reading
comprehension questions which involve finding specific words on a given page of the
story. E.g. What game does Tim play on page 2. These stories are getting longer and
more complex and the sentences that the class can write are getting longer. The class
have improved a lot with this work and they can do a lot more of it by themselves.
Week 1: At Work

Week 2: Neighbours at Play

Week 3: Sam can Grow

Week 4: Prepare for school play

Reading Class

As well as reading the books we also practice sounding out or memorizing some of the
words from the stories before we start reading and review some of the consonant blends in
the book like sh and br or silent e words. As well as reading in groups | also ask each
student to read a sentence individually. We also do Q&A about the stories so the class can
try to think about the characters or why actions happen in the story.  The class have
been doing well with this and | am happy that they can answer more complex questions
and think about why the characters do things.

Week 1: | am Born to be Awesome
Week 2: School Day
Week 3: | Love my Teacher

Week 4: Storybots: Wheels on the Raod



Math

For MPM we have some new activities this month. We will start the month with spatial
correspondence. This involves taking a plastic rectangle and attaching plastic cubes in
the correct places. The students need to rotate the rectangle in the right way and makes
sure the squares are in the correct position. After that we will go onto patterns — of shapes
and colors. We already looked a little at this in one of the library books, so the class are
somewhat familiar with the concept. We will then go back to counting and number writing,
which go up to 10 in these books.

Week 1: Measurements — long/short, tall/short

Week 2: Ordinal Numbers — first, second, third, fourth...
Week 3: Prepare for school play

Week 4: Prepare for school play

Thematic Activity

Thematic classes are arts and crafts lessons. They might be coloring, painting or making
things with clay. The class have made good progress in terms of working independently,
they can use scissors by themselves and only need minimal supervision. They are also
much better at following the instructions for these classes.

Physical Education

We currently have PE on Thursday afternoons. At the moment we are just doing simple
activities like foot or car races because the kids can understand the idea easily. This
semester we can try relay races where the kids pass batons to each other and race in
teams.

Song and Dance

The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around
and have some fun before we start our first class. | also like to have them practice
between classes or at the end of the day sometimes so that the students have the
opportunity to move around and have some fun rather than sit for extended periods of time.
Week 1: It's a Small World After All

Week 2: The Boundaries Song
Week 3: The Boundaries Song
Week 4: Prepare for school play

See you next time!
Teacher Kevin
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See you next time!
Teacher Kevin






