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Hello Parents,

We have 2 events in October — the school field trip on the 20™ of October and Halloween
at the end of the month. For Halloween, the class will do the normal events — some
different games with trick or treating and we will also learn one or two Halloween songs in
the weeks leading up to it. The field trip will be to Taichung Art Museum, to the children’s
activity area.

Reading Wonders (Core Material)

Reading Wonders is still split between 2 books. We will start each month with the
workshop book (the smaller one) and then move onto the anthology book. For October,
we are using the workshop book. We will be finishing the story The Best Spot, which is
about animals in a forest. The kids need to find facts about the animals and also figure
out the purpose of the text. (to teach about animals.) We will then read At a Pond, in the
larger book. The text is similar to the other story — it teaches facts about animals that live
in and around ponds.

High frequency words for this chapter are who, under, eat, and of.

October

Week 1: Catch up and review
Week 2: The Best Spot

Week 3: At a Pond

Week 4: Prepare for School Play

Conversation/Grammar (Grammar Space)

For grammar class we are still using the Grammar Space book. This month we are
looking at subject verb agreement. | go, he goes, | do, she does, etc and in the second
week we will look at don’t and doesn’t. We have looked at this a little bit, but its quite
hard for the kids to consistently apply the rule. As well as completing the book work, | try
and make sure the class get some speaking practice so they can actually use some of the
sentence patterns and grammar they are learning.

October
Week 1: Catch up and review
Week 2: Subject Verb agreement



Week 3: Subject Verb agreement
Week 4: Prepare for School Play

Phonics

Phonics class remains the same as last semester and the tasks in the book are similar to
last semester. The main difference is that the class will also learn some consonant blends
- sh, st, cr, etc.

This month we are looking at long A, | and O. As well as silent E words, we will also look
at the other spelling rules for these kinds of words e.g boat and toe and light and tie. We
have looked at these spelling rules previously and we review them occasionally, so the
class should be pretty familiar with the material already.

October

Week 1: Catch up and review
Week 2: Long a

Week 3: Long i

Week 4: Long o

Write Now

For K5 the class, there is a new book. Write Now! We will spend approximately a month
on each chapter. Each chapter follows the same format of reading comprehension, which
introduces some of the vocabulary. This is followed by a spelling page, which also has a
gap fill exercise. There is is then some grammar is/are or the use of his.her, etc. The final
4 pages of the chapter have the kids use the vocabulary more freely and the last page will
ask them to write their own short paragraph and draw a picture. October's unit is Zoom
Boy. This unit is can/cannot sentences + a range of verbs. The unit involves students
writing about what they can and cannot do and then moving onto writing about a
superhero and giving them the powers they want.

October

Week 1: Catch up and review
Week 2: Zoom Boy

Week 3: Zoom Boy

Week 4: Zoom Boy

Spelling

Spelling class is the same as in K4, we are following the phonics book for the first few
weeks and some of the other words are taken from Reading Wonders and the story
books. The kids are quite familiar with most of the words below so | will probably expand
this a little bit.

October

Week 1: Catch up and review

Week 2: deer, rabbit, fox, spot, lots, pick, must, hunt, sand, wasp, animal, under
Week 3: who, frog, pond, water,snack, quick, quack, swim, turtle, land, fly, live
Week 4: way, they, eat, see, deep, seaweed, creep, sleep, beaver, snail, stone, toad



Story Books

The story books for K5 are obviously longer and more complex than last semesters. We
have lots of Little Critter books. The classes remain the same — we spell and read some
individual words from the book first and then read the story. At the end we discuss the
story a bit. | like the class to try and think about why things happen in the stories and why
the characters do things or how they feel.

October

Week 1: Catch up and review
Week 2: Just Me and My Mom
Week 3: What a Bad Dream
Week 4: | Just Forgot

Math

MPM continues with the same concepts as last year but slightly more complex. We will
continue to look at concepts like paths and co-ordinates, but there will also still be
counting, but going up to larger numbers like 20. For this month we will cover properties
— which is basically classifying objects by similarity — all the yellow and all the red objects,
or all the triangles and all the squares for example. Paths is very simple — which colored
road or path will take you to a given location.

October

Week 1: Catch up and review

Week 2: Book 3 - Properties - matching items based on color, shape, etc.
Week 3: Book 3 - Paths

Week 4: Prepare for School Play

Thematic Activity

Thematic classes are arts and crafts lessons. They might be coloring or making things
with clay. For the K5 classes the thematics will be kept quite simple and are another
opportunity for the kids to improve their hand to eye coordination. October's theme will
be Halloween

Physical Education

We now have PE on Wednesday afternoons. At the moment we are just doing simple
activities like foot or car races because the kids can understand the idea easily. This
semester the kids can try some team-based activities as well.

Song and Dance

The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around
and have some fun before we start our first class. | also like to have them practice
between classes or at the end of the day sometimes so that the students have the
opportunity to move around and have some fun rather than sit for extended periods of
time.

October

Week 1: | Can See Clearly Now
Week 2: You are My Sunshine
Week 3: Zombie Walk



Week 4: Zombie Walk

See you next time!
Teacher Kevin
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Teacher Kevin



